From Monastery
to Housing Community

Adaptive Reuse and Community Building
De Kluis, Lier (Belgium)

The protected Dominican monastery offered a unique
opportunity to combine heritage conservation with a

new collective housing model. Through a communi-
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ty-led adaptive reuse process, the 19th-century building
was transformed into a cohousing community compri-

sing twelve dwellings, shared facilities and a clima-

te-adaptive cloister garden.
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