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[R]eligious worldviews are not subject to the limitations that have made climate change such a 
challenge for our existing institutions of  governance: they transcend nation states, and they all
acknowledge intergenerational, long-term responsibilities; they do not partake of  economistic ways of  
thinking and are therefore capable of  imagining non-linear change—catastrophe, in other words—in 
ways that are perhaps closed to the forms of  reason deployed by contemporary nation states. Finally, it
is impossible to see any way out of  this crisis without an acceptance of  limits and limitations, and this
in turn, is, I think, intimately related to the idea of  the sacred, however one may wish to conceive of  it.

If religious groupings around the world can join hands with popular movements, they may well be 
able to provide the momentum that is needed for the world to move forward on drastically reducing
emissions without sacrificing considerations of  equity. That many climate activists are already
proceeding in this direction is, to me, yet another sign of  hope.

Amitav Ghosh, The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable, U of  Chicago Press, 2016















Defense mechanisms….
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