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Venuefication Eventization of faith

* Everywhere is a venue...which means that it is | , * Trend towards the eventization of faith

possible for any building, space or site to become (Dowson 2015; 2017; 2018; 2020a; 2020b)
a venue for an event (Dowson & Lamond, 2017) i

* For spaces and buildings with a different primary * Influenced by growth of the experience
purpose (not events or not the same type of economy
events), the primary purpose impacts on these
uses
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* Consumers moving from amassing
possessions to acquiring experiences

* Hybrid events venues — used for fjiffere.nt event (Wood, 2009)
purposes — the primary purpose is dominant
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* Almost 100,000 visitors to the main exhibition

* Outreach programme: 20,000 children took part in learning
sessions and workshops

Virtual pilgrimages — Magdala Experience

2019: % million visitors https://youtube.com/c/ExperienceMagdala
2020: only local guests allowed to stay.

2020 October: YouTube: over Smillion views

2021 Lent: YouTube over 10 million views R e I Sl T W)
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* Significant international visitors from across Europe, the USA,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South
America and Africa.
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* Almost 1,000 associated individual events
held in churches, museums, attractions,
galleries and community venues.

* Events held from the Isle of Canna in Scotlant
to North West England (Preston).
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Practical Design and Operations Considerations

TYPES PURPOSES s g rrce
of event
of events of events . » Market Size and Conditions

delivery
* E':'Et | » Access to and around venue
e Return on Investment .
Theological perspectives » Effciency mpacton focalares
PEOPLE SPACES PLACES g Use and Usabilty Desigr
who PrOdUCE / in which events OB]ECTS * Who will use the venue
articipate in * Flexibility . Vi i
‘ ¢ take place MOVEMENT « Safety Standards/ Building Codes Visual Impact on Environment

» Sustainability and wider
environmental impact

q_‘F‘B__H_, FRH Conference 2023 - European Sustainable Religious Heritage

Dowson, R. (2015) ‘Religion, Community and Events’ in Jepson, A. & Clarke, A. (Eds.) (2015) Exploring Community Festivals and Events. Abingdon: Routledge.
Dowson, Ruth (2017) ‘Towards a definition of Christian Mega-Events in the 21st Century,’ International Journal of Religious Tourism and Pilgrimage: Vol.5: Iss.3, Article 3.
https://arrow.tudublin.ie/ijrtp/vol5/iss3/3

events e Integrated Design Approach

Dowson, R. (2018) ‘Religious and spiritual festivals and events’. In Mair, J. (ed.) (2018) The Routledge Handbook of Festivals. Abingdon: Routledge.

Dowson, R. (2019) ‘Motivations to visit sacred historical objects: The Lindisfarne Gospels’ visit to Durham 2013 — a sacred journey?’ in Dowson, R., Yaqub, M.J. & Raj, R. (2019) (eds.) Religious Tourism:
Motivations and Management. Wallingford: CABI.

Dowson, R. (2020b) ‘Religious Pilgrimage: Experiencing People, Objects and Events.” Special International Research Symposium Edition on Pilgrimage: Motivation and Identity of Abrahamic Faith. January
2020, Swedish Theological Institute, Jerusalem & Institute for Religious Tourism and Pilgrimage (IRTP). International Journal of Religious Tourism and Pilgrimage. Vol.8: Iss.6, Article 4.
https://arrow.tudublin.ie/ijrtp/vol8/iss6/4/

Dowson, R. (2021) ‘Virtual Pilgrimage to the Holy Land during the Pandemic: Contemplating the Face of Christ with Mary — The Magdala Experience.” Conference Presentation 25.01.2021 The Institute for
Pilgrimage Studies, William & Mary College, USA. Recorded: https://youtu.be/x0Yx420Z0oH38

Dowson, R., Albert, B. & Lomax, D. (2023) Event Management: Principles, Planning and Practice. (3rd Ed.) London: Kogan Page.

Dowson, R. & Lamond, I. (2017) ‘Religion and Politics — Event, Authenticity and Meaning: A dialogical approach. Facilitated by Prof Karl Spracklen.” In Jepson, A. & Clarke, A. (eds) Power, Construction and
Meaning in Festivals. Abingdon: Routledge.

Dowson, R., Yaqub, M.J. & Raj, R. (2019) (eds.) Religious Tourism: Motivations and Management. Wallingford: CABI.

O’Keeffe, E. & Dowson, R. (in press, 2023) ‘Virtual Religious Tourism — an agenda for future research’. In: Shinde, K. & Cheer, J.M. (Eds) A Research Agenda for Religious Tourism. Cheltenham: Edward
Elgar Publishing.

Wood, E.H. (2009) ‘Evaluating Event Marketing: Experience or Outcome?’ Journal of Promotion Management, 2009, Vol 15 Issue 1-2 pp.247-268. London: Taylor & Francis.

QFRH FRH Conference 2023 - European Sustainable Religious Heritage

Future for Religious Heritage



about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

	Slide 1

