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Welcome to Lund!
Religious heritage is a fundamental part of Europe’s cultural landscape. Buildings, 
traditions and artefacts from different religions tell us about our past and how our 
identity and values have been forged over time. Yet, all this cultural wealth faces a major 
challenge: sustainability.

Every year, thousands of churches, synagogues, mosques and other religious buildings 
are threatened by abandonment, disrepair, lack of financial resources, environmental 
factors, the decline of religious communities, lack of support from local communities and 
governments, neglect, and many other problems. As UNESCO and ICOMOS have stated, 
guaranteeing the sustainability of this heritage is key to passing on to future generations 
an essential part of our culture. 

The 2023 FRH Biennial Conference will bring together representatives from heritage 
organisations, researchers, policy-makers and experts from different fields to help shed 
light and stimulate the debate on how to address these challenges and present some 
examples of good practice. In order to examine sustainability in the most comprehensive 
way, we have structured the conference around four interconnected sub-themes: 
economic sustainability, ecological sustainability, cultural/spiritual sustainability and 
social sustainability.

It is no coincidence that the venue for this conference is Lund, a flourishing religious 
centre in the 11th century that became the seat of the archbishop of the Scandinavian 
countries in 1103. Lund Cathedral still bears witness to that glorious era and is an 
example of evolution and adaptation to the new times.

We thank our local partner the Diocese of Lund (Church of Sweden), also a founding 
member of FRH, for their support in organising the conference.

Let’s make this an inspiring and fruitful event!

Pilar G. Bahamonde, President of FRH
Lilian Grootswagers, President of the FRH Advisory Board

As part of our commitment to protecting 
the environment, the 2023 FRH Biennial 
Conference will be paperless. Prior to 
the conference, participants will receive 
a pdf programme via email, which will be 
also available on the website. During the 
conference, participants will be able to 
access the programme on their phones 
via QR codes placed at the venue.
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Photo by Colin-Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0) - Interior of Lund Cathedral, Sweden
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Greetings from the Diocese 
of Lund
The Church of Sweden and in particular the Diocese of Lund welcome you to the 6th 
Biennial Conference. It is with joy, enthusiasm and pride that we arrange this gathering 
together with FRH, Future for Religious Heritage. After many years of digital meetings 
and restrictions regarding physical meetings it is extra important and rewarding to meet 
each other again, face to face.

The Diocese of Lund is one of thirteen dioceses in the Church of Sweden. We are situated 
in the far south, right next to continental Europe. Our region has been inhabited since 
thousands of years. The close communication with Europe has been, and still is, a given. 
Knowledge, culture and faith has been imported and exported. The FRH conference 2023 
is a natural part of this continuous exchange and interplay between Europe’s different 
regions.

The theme for our conference is European Sustainable Religious Heritage. The choice 
of theme was a joint decision made by the FRH and the Diocese of Lund. The work 
with sustainability has a high priority in the Church of Sweden particularly since the 
publication of A Bishops’ Letter About the Climate in 2014. The Church of Sweden 
roadmap for the climate aims for a climate neutral church in 2030.

Spiritual and existential aspects are highlighted in the church’s sustainability work. 
We hope that the conference provides us all with both the insight and the inspiration 
that is necessary in order to hand on our common European cultural heritage to future 
generations.

The Covid pandemic and the ongoing war in Ukraine has shown that the issues 
concerning sustainability run deeper and are more current than we could have guessed. 
The religious heritage is vulnerable and at the same time carries a potential for large and 
small communities. Let us discuss the difficult challenges at hand and feel strengthened 
when we return home.

Welcome to Lund!

Diocese of Lund (Church of Sweden)
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Photo by Mad_in Europe_Luis David Salmerón - Wood engraving of an altar in the religious art 
workshop of Luis David Salmerón in Socuéllamos, Spain
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Run for Heritage
Young people from Lund will explore their local religious 
heritage in a fun learning activity combining sports and 
culture. This activity has been organised in collaboration 
with Burb and is part of FRH’s Run for Heritage campaign. 
Find more information here: www.frh-europe.org/lund-
sweden-will-run-for-heritage-on-19-april-2023/.

Informal dinner at Valvet Steakhouse (at own 
expense)
Adress: Allhelgona kyrkogata 7, 223 62 Lund 
Participants in the informal dinner will be able to register 
in advance so they don’t have to do it the following 
morning. 

 

 

Registration
Participants will also be able to register during the 
informal dinner the evening before.

Official institutional welcome by:
Swedish National Authorities
Diocese of Lund
FRH President

Music performance
By Elin Teilus, singer, yoiker and artist with roots far 
north in Sámpi
She will captivate our audience with a yoik, a traditional 
Sámi song, which is a hymn to living beings. 

10:00 and 13:00

 
 

19.00

08.00
 

09.00

09.20

 

Programme
WEDNESDAY | 19 APRIL 2023
Pre-Conference

THURSDAY | 20 APRIL 2023
Venue: Kulturen i Lund, Tegnérsplatsen 6, 223 50 Lund
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Photo by Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine - 
St. George’s Church in the region of Donetsk, Ukraine 
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Keynote speech by Christer Gustafsson  
Professor in Conservation at Uppsala University (Sweden)

Audience Q&A 

Coffee break

Presentation by Claire Walker  
Chief Executive of the National Churches Trust (United 
Kingdom)

Presentation by Peter Palgut  
Gotická Cesta Association (Slovakia)

Presentation by Kateryna Zorya  
Södertörn University (Sweden)

Poster presentation by Rev Ruth Dowson  
Senior Lecturer at the UK Centre for Events and 
Management, Leeds Beckett University (United Kingdom)

Audience Q&A 

Lunch

10.00

10.30

10.45

11.15

11.25

11.35

11.55

12.00

12.30

THURSDAY | 20 APRIL 2023
Venue: Kulturen i Lund, Tegnérsplatsen 6, 223 50 Lund

Programme

SUB-THEME: ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY
Moderator: Jordi Mallarach, Executive Officer of FRH
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Photo by ANUBIS76 - Eski Mosque in Yambol, Bulgaria
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Keynote speech by Shaul Bassi  
Director of the MA in Environmental Humanities at 
Ca’Foscari University of Venice (Italy)

Audience Q&A 

Presentation on rural cultural heritage 
landscape by Silvia Aulet and Jennie Hawks  
Silvia Aulet, Researcher in spiritual and religious 
tourism at the University of Girona (Spain) and Jennie 
Hawks, Founder of the Building Crafts and Conservation 
Foundation (BCCF) (United Kingdom)

Presentation on Tourism and Sustainability by 
Bogdan-Ilie Cocieru  
Stefan cel Mare University of Suceava (Romania)

Presentation “Children and heritage: how 
to use cemeteries as a place for knowledge, 
integration and democracy” by Helene Båtshake 
and Kristina Nilsson  
Förening LARM (Sweden)

Poster presentation by Christos Kakalis and 
Neil Buford  
New Castle University (United Kingdom)

Audience Q&A 

Coffee break

FRH Photo & Video Competition 2022 Award 
Ceremony 

Summary and conclusions of the day 

End of day 1 

Conference dinner at All Saints Church  
Address: Allhelgona kyrkogata 1, 223 62 Lund, Sweden

13.30

14.00

14.15

14.25

14.35

14.45

14.50

15.15

15.45

16.15

16.45

19.00

THURSDAY | 20 APRIL 2023
Venue: Kulturen i Lund, Tegnérsplatsen 6, 223 50 Lund

Programme

SUB-THEME: ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY
Moderator: Lilian Grootswagers, President of the FRH Advisory Board
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Photo by Baruch Gian - Sepharadic Synagoge in Prague, Czech Republic
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FRIDAY | 21 APRIL 2023
Location: Lund Cathedral, Kyrkogatan 6, 222 22 Lund

Programme

Possibility to attend a morning mass in the 
Lund Cathedral 
Partly in English 

Guided tour of Lund Cathedral for conference 
participants 
In English 

Coffee at the venue

Catherine Magnant 
Head of Cultural Policy at the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for Education and Culture 

08.00
 
 

08.40

09.30

09.45
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Photo by Marina Stancevic - Protector - Thessaloniki, Greece
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FRIDAY | 21 APRIL 2023
Venue: Kulturen i Lund, Tegnérsplatsen 6, 223 50 Lund

Programme

Keynote speech by Tharik Hussain
Travel writer and journalist specialising in Muslim 
Heritage and author of the 2022 Stanford Dolman Travel 
Book of the Year “Minarets in the Mountains: a Journey 
into Muslim Europe”

Audience Q&A

Presentation by Tom O’Dell and Lee Dallas
Tom O’Dell, Professor in Ethnology at Lund University 
(Sweden) and Lee Dallas, Project Assistant at the Division 
of Ethnology, Lund University (Sweden) 

Presentation by Olimpia Niglio
Vice President of ICOMOS PRERICO (Italy) 

Presentation on the European Union report 
“Strengthening Cultural Heritage Resilience for 
Climate Change” by Anne Grady
Head Cultural Heritage Advisor and Seconded National 
Expert to the EU Parliament (Ireland) 

Poster presentation by Rolando Volzone
Architect and post-doc researcher at DINÂMIA’CET-Iscte 
and CHAIA-UÉ 

Break

Audience Q&A 

Poster exhibition at the hall of Kulturen i Lund  
Participants will have free time to walk around the hall 
and interact with the authors of the posters.

Lunch

10.00

 

10.30

10.45
 

10.55

11.05

 

11.15
 

11.20

11.30

11.45

12.15

SUB-THEME: SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY
Moderator: Jennie Hawks, member of the FRH Communications Committee
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Photo by Mad in Europe, Emma Isingrini - Restoration of a stained 
glass window, Atelier MurAnése in Paris, France
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FRIDAY | 21 APRIL 2023
Venue: Kulturen i Lund, Tegnérsplatsen 6, 223 50 Lund

Keynote speech by Jakub Nowakowski
Director of the Galicia Jewish Museum (Poland)

Audience Q&A

Presentation by Britta Roos
Head of the Cultural Heritage Department at the County 
Administrative Board of Skåne (Sweden) 

Presentation by Klas Grinell
Director of the Centre of European Research, University of 
Gothenburg (Sweden) 

Presentation by Matthias Ripp
Chair of the UNESCO world heritage working group on 
historic city centres of the German Association of Cities 
(Germany) 

Poster presentation by Caterina Ruscio
Archaeologist and museum educator (Italy) 

Audience Q&A

Coffee break

Religious Heritage Innovator of the Year 2022 
Award Ceremony

Summary and conclusions of the day

Presentation of FRH’s key findings on European 
Sustainable Religious Heritage 

End of the conference 

13.15

13.45

14.00

14.10

14.20

14.30

14.35

14.50

15.20

15.45

16.15

17.00

SUB-THEME: CULTURAL/SPIRITUAL SUSTAINABILITY
Moderator: Susanne Urban, co-chair of the FRH Conference Committee

Programme
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Photo by Josep Maria Torra - Chapels of St Knut and St Gertrude, designed 
by arch. Sigurd Lewerentz at Malmö Eastern Cemetery, Sweden
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SATURDAY | 22 APRIL 2023
Start: Malmö Central Station, Skeppsbron 1, 211 20 Malmö

Programme

Study visits in Malmö (optional)
Visits will include the Eastern cemetery, a burial place 
for several religions (Christian, Muslim, etc.) and an 
excellent example of Swedish architecture designed by 
Sigurd Lewerentz; and the Holy Trinity Church, where 
participants will be introduced to a more “troublesome” 
side of religious heritage.

The bus will depart from Lund at 09.00 and return at 
15.00. There will be a stop at 14.30 at Malmö station for 
those participants who need to take their return train or 
flight or wish to stay in Malmö. Lunch will be provided 
during the tour.

09.00 - 14.30
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Photo by Lisalove Bäckman - Elin Teilus
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Sámi music performance by 
Elin Teilus
Music has an unparalleled power to evoke feelings. The music of the Sámi people is one 
of the clearest examples to be found in Sweden. The Sami traditional way of singing, yoik, 
is a way of remembering life, like a hymn to living beings, be they humans, animals or 
nature itself. Unlike many other types of music, yoiks do not always have a pre-defined 
musical structure; they can be both, have a definite form, or be improvised. They rely 
heavily on the singer for the tone, rhythm and message, driving the listener through their 
inner world.

Elin Teilus is a Sámi singer, yoiker and artist with roots far north in Sápmi. Elin is 
a touring artist in music and theatre in Sweden and abroad, including for example 
performances for the Sámi Parliament, and the Swedish Parliament on National 
television and radio. She is described as a force of nature, with a unique presence and a 
magical voice, a bringer of the beautiful traditional music of the Sámi into new realms. At 
the heart of her artistry is the love of the Earth and all living beings.

FRH is overwhelmed to have Elin who will captivate the ears and hearts of our audience 
with her exceptional voice at the opening of the Conference and in two performances at 
our Conference dinner.

At the morning performance, Elin will be accompanied by her pianist, Rickard Åström. 
Rickard is a double Grammy-awarded pianist with roots in world music as well as 
improvisation and has toured around the globe at international music encounters.

At the Conference dinner, Rebecca Meiselbach will perform with Elin on percussion, piano 
and guitar. Rebecca brings with her an array of drums and magical sounds, and together 
they will invoke both the earth and the stars.

Find Elin Teilus on:
- https://www.elinteilus.se/
- https://www.instagram.com/elinteilus/
- https://open.spotify.com/artist/7zWYTilDysu3wIS56VTG8D
- https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjNdjGfFe7ydwv4o6nr2KGw
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Details of the selected photos
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FRH Photo competition
The FRH Photo Competition is an annual contest open to amateur and professional 
photographers to showcase the beauty, diversity and unique character of places of 
worship. The 2022 edition demonstrated once again the great scope of this FRH activity. 
We are very grateful for the 260 inspiring photographs received from more than 30 
countries from all corners of the world!

The three categories of the competition are Artefacts, Religious Buildings and People 
and Events. A jury of professional photographers and artists evaluated all entries and 
selected three finalists per category. After much deliberation, an overall winner was 
chosen from among them. The winning and finalist photographs were compiled in the 
FRH Photo Competition booklet 2022, available on our website.

During the awards ceremony of the Photo Competition, we will have the opportunity to 
see the best photographs of 2022 and hear the story behind the winning photo from its 
author, André Boto.

The next edition of the Photo Competition is expected to be launched in 

May. Stay tuned here:

www.frh-europe.org/frh-photo-and-video-competition/

The overall winner 
of 2022 is:
André Boto 
(Portugal)

The eight finalists 
of 2022 are: 
Balog Zoltan 
(Romania)

Mary Crnkovic Pilas 
(Croatia)

Szymon Wójcik 
(Poland)

Abdul Momin 
(Bangladesh)

Anne Ewart
(UK)

Baruch Gian
(Israel)

Jahid Alam Apu 
(Bangladesh) 

Josef Hinterleitner 
(Austria) 
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Photo by Joop KoopmanschapDetails of the selected projects
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Religious Heritage Innovator 
of the Year
The Religious Heritage Innovator of the Year is an FRH award to showcase remarkable 
contributions to the preservation, understanding and promotion of Europe’s places of 
worship (churches, synagogues, mosques, chapels, pilgrim routes, etc.)

The competition launched for the first time in 2022 under the theme of sustainability. 
The winning and four finalist projects of this first edition exemplify the different facets 
of sustainability and demonstrate that innovation does not have to be digital. Detailed 
information about the winning and finalist projects can be found in the Religious Heritage 
Innovator of the Year booklet, available on our website.

During the awards ceremony, we will have the opportunity to listen to Lydia 
Vroegindeweij, founder of Orgelkids; representatives and volunteers of Asociatia 
Monumentum; and Dani Rotstein, founder of Jewish Virtual Tourism.

The next call for the Religious Heritage Innovator of the Year award will 

open very soon. Stay tuned here: 

www.frh-europe.org/religious-heritageinnovator-of-the-year/

The overall winner 
of 2022 is:
Orgelkids, by 
Kerkmuziek 
Netwerk
(The Netherlands)

The four finalists 
of 2022 are: 
Ambulance for 
Monuments, 
by Asociatia 
Monumentum 
(Romania)

Peregrino 
Lebaniego Digital 
4.0, by Zwit project, 
Territorio Rural 
Inteligente
(Spain)

The School 
Church, by 
Groninger Kerken
 (The Netherlands)

Jewish Virtual 
Tourism, by
Jewish Majorca
Spain)
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Photo by Ulf K - Lund Cathedral, Sweden
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Lund Cathedral
No other building in Lund attracts as much attention as the Cathedral. The construction of 
Lund Cathedral began in 1080, when the city was already an important religious centre in 
Scandinavia. Shortly afterwards it became the seat of the bishop of the Nordic Countries. 
It is one of the oldest cathedrals in this latitude.

Its Romanesque features remain latent along with elements added in later restorations 
and works. One of the most distinctive features of the cathedral are its two towers, 
erected during extensive restoration work in the 19th century.

The crypt of the Cathedral is one of the best examples of medieval architecture in the 
Nordic Countries. One of its pillars features a figure of a man embracing the column. 
Popular tradition identifies him as the giant Finn, a legendary character linked to the 
construction of the Cathedral.

Another highlight of the cathedral is the astronomical clock located next to the entrance. 
The clock was built in the 15th century. In addition to the hours of the day, it also marks 
the lunar phases, the signs of the zodiac and the days of the week.

The legend goes that the monk in charge of the construction of the Cathedral asked Finn, 
a giant troll, for help. The giant accepted with one condition: before the Cathedral was 
finished, the monk would have to guess his name. If not, he would have to bring him the 
sun, the moon or his own eyes. It happened by chance that the monk heard the wife of 
the troll singing a lullaby to their child and caught his name: Finn. The monk returned 
to the Cathedral and cried out the name of the troll, who was about to set the last stone. 
Upon hearing its name, the troll became enraged and went to the crypt to tear down the 
building, but before he could do so, he and his family turned to stone.
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Photo by Spazio Kor and Alchimie Urbane - Run for Heritage in Asti, Italy
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Run for Heritage
(Pre-conference activity)

Ready, steady… go! Introducing our precious religious heritage gems to the younger 
generations can be a challenge. But if it is done with a fun outdoor activity, tailored to 
their knowledge, the task becomes easier. The Run for Heritage campaign is an FRH 
initiative that combines sports and culture to introduce younger generations to their local 
religious heritage sites, which often go unnoticed.

During 2021 and 2022 over 1,000 students, teachers and instructors participated in Run 
for Heritage activities in Spain and Italy. On the occasion of our conference, we could not 
pass up the opportunity to offer young people in Lund the chance to discover their local 
religious heritage.

We have partnered with Foreningen Larm, a local organisation for the promotion of 
cemeteries as places for knowledge, integration and democracy, to organise a Run for 
Heritage in this charming medieval town. This pre-conference activity took place on 19 
April and gathered a group of secondary school students who toured six Viking (aesir 
faith), Catholic and Lutheran historic sacred sites: the East Cemetery (Östra kyrkogården), 
North Cemetery (Norra kyrkogården), Monastery Church (Klosterkyrkan/kyrkogård), 
Vallkärra cemetery (Vallkärra kyrkogård), St Lars mental hospital graveyard (Sankt Lars 
begravningsplats) and Burial mound (Lerbäckshög).

Thanks to everyone involved in this wonderful activity!

Would you like to organise a Run for Heritage in your town or village? 

Find out how here:

www.frh-europe.org/activities/ongoing-activities/run-for-heritage/
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Photo by Kate Bowgett - Felton Tomb in St Gregory and St George Church - Pentlow, United Kingdom
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Speakers
Silvia Aulet
Silvia Aulet, PhD, is a professor at the Faculty of Tourism of the University of Girona. 
Her research on religious tourism and pilgrimages focuses on the management of 
sacred sites and in related areas such as peacebuilding, intercultural dialogue and 
cultural accessibility. She has participated in several research projects both as an 
academic researcher (European projects) and as a consultant. She is a member of 
the Editorial Board of the International Journal on Religious Tourism and Pilgrimage, 
the association Future for Religious Heritage and the Unitwin UNESCO Chair “Culture 
Tourism and Development”. She is the director of the UNESCO Chair on Cultural 
Policies and Cooperation at the University of Girona.

Shaul Bassi
Shaul Bassi is the director of the MA in Environmental Humanities at Ca’ Foscari 
University of Venice. He is the co-founder and president of “Beit Venezia. A Home for 
Jewish Culture” and was the coordinator of the cultural projects related to the 500th 
anniversary of the Ghetto of Venice (1516-2016), where he produced the first site-
specific performance of Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice. His publications include 
Shakespeare’s Italy and Italy’s Shakespeare: Place, “Race,” and Politics (Palgrave 
Macmillan 2016); Venice and the Anthropocene. An Ecocritical Guide (co-editor, 
Wetlands 2022); Living Under Water. Jewish Views on the Environmental Crisis (with A. 
Arnovitz, Damocle 2022).

BURB
Barns och Ungas Rätt till Begravningsplatsen (Children’s right to the burial place). 
What do today’s youth want cemeteries to look like, now and in the future? The Burb 
project wants to awaken children’s interest and educate them about the multifaceted 
cemeteries. The project managers are Helene Båtshake, PhD in pedagogy and BSc in 
Landscape Planning; and Kristina Nilsson, pedagogue, scriptwriter and director. More 
information on the project’s website: www.burb.se

Neil Bufford
Dr Neil Burford is a Reader in Architecture and Deputy Head of the School of 
Architecture, Planning and Landscape at Newcastle University. He is a professionally 
accredited award-winning architect with over 30 years of experience in education and 
professional practice. He developed his academic career at the University of Dundee 
and joined SAPL at Newcastle University in 2017. His work involves a combination 
of experimental research-led practice, R+D in innovative construction systems, and 
engagement work for decarbonising rural communities. I have also been involved in 
policy work for the Scottish Government advising on carbon emission reduction targets 
in new buildings.

Bogdan-Ilie Cocieru
Candidate for a Doctor’s Degree in History at Stefan cel Mare University of Suceava. 
Between May 2020 and December 2022, Cocieru worked as a Scientific research 
assistant at the National Institute of Research-Development in Tourism. Since 2007, 
he has been involved in several cross-border cooperation projects between Romania 
and Ukraine, co-funded by the European Union, as a member of the management 
team from Stefan cel Mare University of Suceava. The most complex cross-border 
cooperation project was “Historical and ethnographic heritage – part of the sustainable 
development of tourism in Bukovina (HERITAGE)”, between May 2012 and December 
2015.
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Lee Dallas
Lee Dallas is a project assistant at the Lund University division of ethnology. He 
researches meaning-making practices in everyday life, with a focus on cultural 
heritage, media, and mobility practices (e.g. walking). He is currently working on a 
collaborative project that explores how to inclusively re-purpose underused churches 
in southern Sweden. Dallas is also an editorial assistant for the Game Studies journal, 
and a teaching assistant for the MACA (Master of Applied Cultural Analysis) program at 
Lund University. He is originally from the USA.

Rev Ruth Dowson
Rev Ruth Dowson has 25 years of professional experience in events management. 
She has been a Senior Lecturer at the UK Centre for Events Management at Leeds 
Beckett University for 14 years. She is currently completing her PhD in Eventization 
of Faith. She is co-author of several publications: Event Planning and Management 
(Kogan Page: 3rd ed. 2023); Spiritual and Religious Tourism (CABI: 2019); Death and 
Events (Routledge: 2022). The main concepts she addresses in her work are: Events 
and Church, Venueing, Use of Religious Buildings for Events, Event Transport and 
Alternative Venues. Ruth Dowson was ordained in the Church of England in 2012. She 
is an Associate Priest at All Saints’ Parish Church in Bingley. Ruth Dowson is also 
Fellow of the UK Higher Education Academy and Honorary Chaplain of the English Civil 
War Society.

Anne Grady
Anne Grady is a seconded expert from her role as Head of Development with the 
National Museum of Ireland to the CULT Committee of the European Parliament, 
working with the Secretariat of the Committee. Amongst other duties, she coordinates 
and assists Members in drafting legislative and non-legislative reports and opinions, 
and defines policy lines and advises on the European Commission’s proposals relating 
to cultural heritage. She also ensures the continuation of the legacy of the European 
Year of Cultural Heritage 2018 as well as raising awareness of sustainability, and in 
particular, the impact of climate change on cultural heritage.

Klas Grinell
Klas Grinell is an author, historian of ideas and director of the Center of European 
Research at the University of Gothenburg. He has previously published, among others, 
Reflections on Reason, Religion and Tolerance (2014), The Imam, the Coup and the 
Servants (2017) and The Philosophical History of Islam (2019).

 

 

Christer Gustaffson
Christer Gustafsson is a full professor in Conservation at Uppsala University. His trans-
disciplinary research is focusing on boundary-spanning challenges and opportunities 
for cultural heritage as a driver for sustainable growth and heritage-led innovation-
driven regional/urban development. He is also ICOMOS Advisory Committee Officer, 
Secretary-General for ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on Economics of 
Conservation and Vice Chairman of the expert panel for the European Heritage Label 
(appointed by the European Commission). He is currently engaged in the EU Horizon 
2020 project CLIC – Circular Models Leveraging Investments in Cultural heritage 
adaptive reuse, research on Fields of Creative Powers as well as the EU Horizon 2020 
project RURITAGE.
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Jennie Hawks
Jennie Hawks has had wide experience working in the voluntary, public and private 
sectors, starting her working life as a teacher. Her work encompassed running an EU 
Network in work experience for disabled undergraduates and graduates, managing 
a London Centre for a US university, as well as experience of equal opportunities 
management in the private sector, and chairing health service complaints. For several 
years she was the Historic Places of Worship Support Officer for the Diocese of 
Norwich, England, with over 600 rural and urban churches encouraged to be open and 
for use by local communities.

Tharik Hussain
Tharik Hussain is an author, journalist and heritage activist. His work often serves 
to counter popular and authorised narratives. Tharik’s debut book, Minarets in the 
Mountains; A Journey into Muslim Europe, won the British Guild of Travel Writer’s 
Adele Evans Award for Travel book of the year. He has produced award-winning radio 
for the BBC World Service on America’s earliest mosques and developed Britain’s very 
first Muslim heritage trails in Woking, Surrey. He is also a Lonely Planet author for 
whom he specialises in marginalised narratives and most recently wrote the very first 
chapter to explore Muslim heritage in a guidebook to Britain. Tharik is an advisor to the 
Foundation of Jewish Heritage and the Institute of Islamic Art Thailand and a Fellow at 
the Royal Geographic Society and the University of Groningen’s Centre for Religion and 
Heritage.

Christos Kakalis
Dr Christos Antonios Kakalis is a Senior Lecturer in Architecture and the Co-director 
of the Architecture Research Collaborative of the School of Architecture, Planning and 
Landscape at Newcastle University. He is a registered architect (Greece), has obtained 
the interdisciplinary MSc ‘Design, Space, Culture’ (NTUA, Athens, Greece), holds a 
PhD in Architecture (University of Edinburgh), and has also studied Theology (IOCS, 
Cambridge). He has been practising for more than 15 years now and has conducted 
research and taught at different universities (in Greece, UK and Canada). His work 
focuses on the conditions of embodied experience of architecture and natural landscape 
with special emphasis on religious landscapes.

Catherine Magnant
Catherine Magnant is Head of the Cultural Policy Unit at the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for Education and Culture since 2020. She is a French citizen, 
graduated in international relations and Russian language at Sorbonne University in 
Paris. She started her career in Moscow, where she headed the Press and Information 
Section of the European Commission Delegation. Back in Brussels, Belgium, she was 
part of the team preparing for EU enlargement to Central and Eastern Europe. She also 
coordinated the 2007 European Year of Equal Opportunities for all. Passionate about the 
transformative power of culture, she moved to cultural affairs in 2011. In 2018 she led 
the Commission’s Task Force for the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018, which 
took place in 37 countries.
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Olimpia Niglio
Olimpia Niglio is a Professor in Comparative History of Architecture and Architectural 
Restoration. Since 2022 she has been appointed at the University of Pavia (Italy). 
Until 2021 she was professor at the Hosei University in Tokyo and at Kyoto University 
Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies, Japan. She is a visiting 
professor in several universities between Asia and America. She studied at the 
University of Naples “Federico II” where she also obtained the Ph.D, Executive Master 
at Business School Sole24ore and Post Ph.D (Miur) in Conservation of Architectural 
Heritage. She is the director of the EdA Esempi di Architettura International Research 
Center, vice-president of ICOMOS PRERICO (International Council on Monuments and 
Sites, Committee for Places of Religion and Ritual) and is also the vice-president of 
ACLA, the Asian Cultural Landscape Association, at SNU, Korea.

Jakub Nowakowski
Keynote speaker. Jakub Nowakowski was born and raised in Kazimierz, the former 
Jewish district of Kraków. Coming from a non-Jewish family that lived in Kazimierz 
for generations, from an early age he was compelled to research the history of his 
neighbourhood. In 2007 he graduated from the Department of Jewish Studies at the 
Jagiellonian University, writing a thesis on Jewish resistance in Kraków during the 
Holocaust. In 2005 Nowakowski joined the staff of the newly opened Galicia Jewish 
Museum in Kraków. In 2010, after an international competition, Nowakowski was 
appointed the Galicia Jewish Museum’s director.

Thomas O’Dell
Tom O’Dell is a Professor of ethnology at Lund University. His research focuses upon 
the entwinement of cultural and economic processes in everyday life contexts. He 
is currently working together with Associate Professor Lizette Gradén on a project 
entitled, “When the budget is tight, whose heritage counts most?” which examines how 
economic considerations affect how museums work with cultural heritage. O’Dell and 
Gradén are also currently working with the Church of Sweden examining the question 
of how underused churches can be used in new and more inclusive ways.

Peter Palgut. 
Volunteer and member of Gotická cesta Association, specialised in tourism and tour 
guiding with a broad background thanks to a master’s degree in Regional development 
and regional geography, focused on historical monuments of the Germer region in 
Slovakia. Currently working as a manager of a local Tourist Info centre in the town of 
Rožňava. Enthusiastic about both natural and cultural heritage as an integral part of 
learning about the environment and society we live in.

Matthias Ripp
Dr. Matthias Ripp, a senior heritage manager with a background of historical geography 
and heritage studies, is coordinating the “Old Town of Regensburg with Stadtamhof” 
site. He is active in numerous networks and an expert for heritage-based urban 
development, urban resilience and heritage interpretation. Being active in numerous 
networks such as Heritage Europe and ICOMOS he has coordinated the EU HerO (Heri
tage as Opportunity) project. He chairs the UNESCO world heritage working group on 
historic city centres of the German Association of Cities, is a member of the European 
Heritage Panel and an elected Member of the German Commission for UNESCO. Since 
November 2011 he has also been regional coordinator for the North West European and 
North-American region of the Organisation of World Heritage Cities (OWHC).
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Britta Roos
Britta Roos is head of the Cultural Heritage Department at the County Administrative 
Board of Skåne. She has extensive experience in cultural heritage administration and 
the application of the Cultural Heritage Act, including work with the safeguarding and 
protection of ecclesiastical heritage. She has a licentiate degree from the Department 
of Conservation at the University of Gothenburg, focusing on preservation and 
restoration of historic buildings.

Caterina Ruscio
Caterina Ruscio is an archaeologist and museum educator. She graduated in 
Archaeology at the University of Rome “La Sapienza”, completed a Master’s in 
Management of Archaeological Sites from the University College of London. She is 
a PhD candidate at the University of Malta and her main interest is management of 
tourism in historical religious sites. She has collaborated with the Vatican Museums 
and the archaeological area under Saint Peter’s Basilica. She is currently a lecturer 
in early Christian art at the American University of Rome. Caterina worked with the 
Pontifical University “San Tomaso d’Aquino” in Rome, as a lecturer in interreligious 
dialogue courses.

Rolando Volzone
Rolando Volzone is an architect, working on building rehabilitation, post-doc researcher 
at DIN MIA’CET-Iscte and CHAIA-UÉ, and assistant professor and lecturer at MSc and 
PhD programs in Portugal. He is the coordinator of the international conferences 
“Architectures of the Soul”. Since 2020 he joined Portuguese and European projects and 
two COST Actions. He is member of ICOMOS Portugal and integrated two international 
committees, (PRERICO and CIPA Heritage Documentation), as well as member of the 
Scientific Advisory Board of FRH. He is the author of several publications, editor of two 
international books, and reviewer of indexed scientific articles, attending numerous 
national and international conferences.

Claire Walker
Claire Walker has been Chief Executive of the National Churches Trust since 2011. She 
works closely with the trustees to provide strategic leadership for the charity. Claire 
has a wide range of fundraising experience in the charity sector, having been a senior 
member of the fundraising team at Parkinson’s UK for over 7 years. She has also 
worked at The Royal British Legion and for the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice in Farnham, 
Surrey. Claire studied Mathematics at the University of Kent and previously taught up 
to Further Maths A Level in London and Madrid. She has a special interest in musical 
theatre and used to run her own theatre company, producing four musicals and taking 
part in many more.

Kateryna Zorya
Kateryna Zorya is a PhD candidate in the study of religion at Södertörn University. 
Her primary work is in the history of post-Soviet esotericism and the transmission of 
religious currents via the book trade. Kateryna has worked with the Religion on Fire 
project as a field worker and is involved in the war relief effort for Ukraine.
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Photo by Francois Polito, Interior of All Saints Church in Lund, Sweden
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Moderators
Lilian Grootswagers, President of the FRH Advisory Board
Lilian Grootswagers is the owner of Erfgoed. nu, she advises governmental 
institutions, cooperations and private owners in heritage-related issues. She is the 
author and co-author of multiple publications in the field of heritage. As one of the 
five Founding members of FRH, she was a council member from 2011-2020. She 
was the representative of FRH in the structured dialogue between the European 
Commission and the cultural sector during the EYCH2018. Since its foundation in 2019, 
she represents FRH in the European Commission Cultural Heritage Group. She is a 
member of the European Heritage Alliance founded in 2011. She was Vice-chair of Task 
Force Toekomst Kerkgebouwen, a national and independent citizen’s movement in the 
Netherlands aiming to re-establish religious buildings as living elements of the urban 
and rural landscape and communities.

Jennie Hawks, member of the FRH Communications Committee
Jennie Hawks has had a wide experience of working in the voluntary, public and private 
sectors, starting her working life as a teacher. Her work encompassed running an EU 
Network in work experience for disabled undergraduates and graduates, managing 
a London Centre for a US university, as well as experience of equal opportunities 
management in the private sector, and chairing health service complaints. For several 
years she was the Historic Places of Worship Support Officer for the Diocese of 
Norwich, England, with over 600 rural and urban churches encouraged to be open and 
for use by local communities.

Jordi Mallarach, Executive Officer of FRH
Jordi Mallarach joined FRH in May 2018, after working for various European 
organisations and projects, as a consultant, and at a Member State permanent 
representation to the European Union in outreach, communication and engagement 
roles. He holds a degree in Political Science and International Relations, a master 
in Conflict Resolution and a master in Business Administration. He comes from the 
Catalan Pyrenees in Spain, a region with one of the highest densities of Romanesque 
churches in Europe.

Susanne Urban, co-chair of the FRH Conference Committee
Susanne Urban is Head of the reporting and information office Antisemitism of Hessen, 
located at the Center for Democracy of the University of Marburg. She also undertakes 
educational and research projects at this office. Since 2022 she chairs the Jewish 
Heritage Network Moreshet. She did her PhD on “Central-Verein and its strategies 
regarding Jewish self-defence against Antisemitism between 1893 and 1938” at Moses 
Mendelssohn Center for European-Jewish Studies (MMZ) in Potsdam. From November 
2015 to the end of 2021, she was Managing Director for the ShUM-Cities-Association, 
which successfully achieved the inscription of the cities of Speyer, Worms and Mainz as 
UNESCO World Heritage.
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Photo by Ava Babili - Osman Shah Mosque in Trikala, Greece
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Council members and 
Conference Committee 
members 
FRH Council members
Pilar Bahamonde – President
Sarah de Lencquesaing – Treasurer
Stefan Beier - Secretary
Justin Kroesen
Henrik Lindblad
Wenceslas de Lobkowicz
Andrea Longhi
Michael Mail
Mara Popescu
Chiara Curti
Sofia M. Vollmer
Lacramioara Beilic

FRH Conference Committee members
Heikki Ranta and Susanne Urban - Co-chairs
Henrik Lindblad
Silvia Aulet
Lilian Grootswagers
Jan Jaspers
Jennie Hawks
Thorsten Kruse
Daniel Vanden Borecke
Samidha Pusalkar
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Photo by Mad_in Europe_Luis David Salmerón - Gilding process of an altar in the 
religious art workshop of Luis David Salmerón in Socuéllamos, Spain
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Benefits of becoming a 
member 
Not yet a member? Discover the benefits!

EVENTS 
Participate in face-to-face meetings throughout Europe and 
member-exclusive webinars and get a special discount to attend our 
conferences. 

PROFESSIONAL NETWORK 
Connect with an international network of experts and stakeholders 
in religious heritage, where you can share information, and good 
practices or even find partners to start building a new project. 

VISIBILITY
Whether you are an organisation or an individual, we will help you 
promote your work across Europe through our monthly newsletter 
and social media channels. 

UPDATES FROM THE HEART OF EUROPE 
Our Brussels-based secretariat will update you on EU policies on a 
regular basis. 

LATEST NEWS ON RELIGIOUS HERITAGE 
Stay up to date with the latest news on religious heritage. Our monthly 
Newsletter, social media channels and website will keep you informed. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Each year we publish our annual report, which gives you an overview 
of all the activities that have been carried out throughout the year. 
We also publish outputs from our projects, such as FRH Inform, a 
collection of data on the state of religious heritage in Europe. 

Join a network of over 200 members across 43 countries!

More information here:

www.frh-europe.org/get-involved/join-us/
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