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By EU Commissioner of Education, Culture, Youth and
Sport Mr Tibor Navracsics

“Our heritage: where the past meets the future” was the motto
of the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018. These words
reflect how I feel about cultural heritage: it is not something to
be put in a museum, but something that belongs at the heart
of our daily lives – and that is vital if we are to build a cohesive,
resilient Europe for the future.
I am very proud that, with the European Year, we reached over 10.6
million people who participated in more than 18,000 events across
Europe. 30 million people took part in the special edition of the
European Heritage Days. And almost 14,000 projects, events and
initiatives received the label of the European Year.
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Introduction

The Year focused on the European dimension of cultural heritage
– underlining the important role heritage can play in overcoming
borders. I was particularly pleased to contribute to the FRH Torch
of Heritage and Culture Initiative launched by Future for Religious
Introduction

Heritage. The FRH Torch travelled to ten cities in nine different
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countries, a journey during which dozens of testimonies and
personal stories related to religious heritage were collected.
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national, regional and local level. The commitment

single category of European cultural patrimony.

by stakeholders such as Future for Religious

But although some places of worship attract large

Heritage helped us put Europe’s cultural heritage

numbers of visitors, the potential of less famous

high on the EU’s political agenda. This dedication

religious heritage sites and the treasures held in

will play an equally important part in making sure

smaller buildings is still largely underexploited.

that the European Year has a lasting impact, as we

Maintaining such heritage relies essentially on the

implement the European Framework for Action on

efforts of volunteers. This contribution from civil

Cultural Heritage that I presented in December 2018.

society is particularly important in rural areas where

The treasure box of the FRH Torch Initiative travelled

churches or temples are often the last remaining

for most of last year; it has now been opened to

community building.

reveal some of its secrets in this publication, to
which I am happy to contribute. The European Year

With the support of the EU’s Creative Europe

of Cultural Heritage has created a unique momentum

programme, the FRH Torch Initiative managed to

– it is now up to us to make the most of it. I know

highlight the importance and sometimes the fragility

I can count on dedicated partners like Future for

of religious heritage, which is part of our common

Religious Heritage to help us preserve and promote

roots, whether we are believers or not.

our heritage for the benefit of future generations.
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Religious heritage represents by far the largest

Last year I travelled a lot promoting the European
Year of Cultural Heritage, from Dublin to Madrid and
Mr Tibor Navracsics

and enthusiasm: from local communities,

EU Commissioner of Education, Culture, Youth

stakeholders, young people and authorities at

and Sport

Introduction

from Sofia to Krakow. And I saw huge engagement
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As part of the 2018 European Year of Cultural Heritage celebrations, FRH organised the
‘Torch for Heritage and Culture Initiative’ aimed at raising awareness of the importance
of Europe’s religious heritage using the ideal of the Olympic torch travelling across
Europe as a symbol of unity and shared heritage.
On its way, the ‘FRH Torch’ collected personal letters and testimonies from prominent
personalities and citizens alike, containing stories and memories linked with religious heritage.
The ‘FRH Torch’ journey started in the European Cultural Capital Leeuwarden (the Netherlands)
on the 8th of January, followed by Aschaffenburg (Germany), Potes (Spain) Lund (Sweden),
Mont-devant-Sassey (France), Berlin (Germany), Krakow (Poland), Budapest (Hungary),
Bucharest (Romania), and Skopje (Northern Macedonia). It ended its journey with a closing
ceremony at the FRH Conference in Paris. The ‘FRH Torch Public Campaign’, open to all
European citizens, continued until the conclusion of the EYCH, on the 31st of December 2018.
FRH was proud to initiate this event, which has raised interest in religious heritage across
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FRH Torch Initiative

Europe and would like to thank the contributors for their stimulating and inspirational
statements and memories associated with their places of worship and other aspects of
FRH Torch Initiative

Europe’s rich religious heritage.
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We wish you an excellent read!
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Throughout the European Year of Cultural
Heritage, the ‘FRH Torch of Heritage and
Culture’ travelled across Europe, with three
Torchbearers lighting the way.
They were FRH Council Honorary Secretary
Lilian Grootswagers, FRH Council Member Pilar
G. Bahamonde and FRH Executive Officer Jordi
Mallarach Parés. The following excerpts provide an
overview of each one, showcasing their motivation

The FRH Torchbearers

for bearing the FRH Torch.

Lilian Grootswagers-Theuns
Council Honorary Secretary
Future for Religious Heritage
It has been a privilege to contribute to this
initiative. Gathering this unique collection of
memories. While reading one can only conclude
that we do have a lot in common as Europeans
and that there is a collective need for protecting
and promoting religious heritage.
The sacred buildings which play(ed) an
exceptional and significant role in the private
and public life, are an integral part of any city
or village. No matter which part of the sacred
cultural heritage in Europe you wish to explore,
all of them tell incredible stories, from the Notre
Dame in Paris to the Portuguese Synagogue in
Amsterdam and the recently opened Eco-friendly
Cambridge Central Mosque. Many generations
of artists, craftsman immortalized their talent
and hopes, creating and preserving our religious
heritage, regardless of political turmoil throughout
the centuries. All together they offer a spectrum
of multiplicity which impresses everyone. The
importance of the FRH Torch Initiative was to
foster our collective memory and history. Show
there is unity through diversity. The many stories,
interviews and quotes are very inspiring, without
compromising the others, I would like to end
with a quote of Risto Solunchev: “Culture should
always be a vivid reflection upon its sources and
roots, and at the same time, is a projection of
the future as a time that is coming and is being
pushed forward from the past.”
The FRH Torch Initiative was a moment in time,
we live with stories and enjoy telling them to each
other, every day new stories originate when people
get together and pass them on. A never-ending
story...

12

Pilar G. Bahamonde
FRH Council member
Director, Centro de Estudios Lebaniegos Potes,
Cantabria, España
I was born in Santiago de Compostela, Spain,
on a Jubilee Year of Santo Toribio de Liébana
Monastery, also in the North of Spain, two of
the four medieval places of Jubilee for the whole
Catholic Christianity since Beato de Liébana´s
words “O Dei verbum” stablished the Apostle as
patron saint of Hispania. I remember and cherish
the faces and expressions of pilgrims whom I met
in my childhood and youth, on their way to obtain
their reward. Through their personal stories, it
is engraved in my memory as well as how the
Camino changed their lives.
Later on, in Rome, I’ve observed the
commonalities of pilgrimage routes all through
Europe, paving the way to a better understanding
and respect for each other. It was then when I
got to know the quotation attributed to Goethe
“Europa ist aus der Pilgerschaft geboren” and
at that precise moment everything seemed to
fit in like a puzzle. Pilgrimage has shaped my
life, profession and my decisions ever since…
In a Europe of multicultural and multi-religious
diversity, this phenomenon is the intangible
thread that binds together and incardinates all
the religious buildings, helping us, Europeans of
the 21st century, to embrace the cultural, artistic
and spiritual heritage of our roots, our identity,
that lays underneath the aged stones of this
palimpsest we live in, and transmit it together
with our commonalities and differences to the new
generations to come.

Jordi Mallarach Parés
Executive Officer
Future for Religious Heritage
Coming from the Catalan Pyrenees in Spain, since
childhood I learned to appreciate and wonder
at the impressive religious heritage around me,
so closely connected to the region’s identity and
culture. Having witnessed the varying states
of conservation and preservation of these sites
throughout Europe, I understood that involvement
is needed from the public, private and civil society
sphere. Only with coherent policies that reflect the
sites’ socioeconomic benefit for the community
can a proper subsidy system be put in place.
Private sector philanthropic efforts can also assist
where the public sector cannot, but ultimately the
future of religious heritage rests on the implication
of civil society. The 2018 European Year of
Cultural Heritage proved a great opportunity
to connect with citizens across Europe, with
culture and heritage as a common nexus. In
this framework, the ‘FRH Torch of Heritage and
Culture’ sought to bring together those working to
safeguard religious heritage by hosting symbolic
Torch ceremonies across Europe, in unison with
culture and heritage events. I had the honour of
carrying the FRH Torch in several of these events,
where I recognised the impact religious heritage
has for intercultural and interreligious dialogue
and as a unifying element, bringing together
people from different countries, languages,
cultures and religions around a common goal; the
valorisation and appreciation of such an intrinsic
part of our common European heritage.
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The FRH
Torchbearers

“Ultreia and suseia!” to all of you…
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Inspired by the Olympic Torch of Athens, and to raise awareness and
safeguard the importance of Europe’s rich religious heritage, FRH launched
the Torch of Heritage and Culture initiative.
Part of the European Year of Cultural Heritage, the FRH Torch was a memory
treasure box, containing personal letters. These letters, describing personal
memories about religious heritage, were presented to the European Commissioner
of Education, Culture, Youth and Sport, Mr Tibor Navracsics.
Contributions came in many forms, including personal experiences, memories,
opinions, ideas or even drawings and photographs!
The FRH Torch Initiative was open to everyone. Each memory is equally important,
as they all add up to the vital sense of community built around religious heritage.

The Journey of the FRH Torch

We live with memories and stories and you can now read some of them!

Krakow, PL

Potes, ES

21 APR

8 JAN

18-24
JUN

26 APR

24 FEB

2 JUN

Paris, FR

5-7
SEPT

14-16
SEPT
26-29
SEPT

Berlin, DE

Aschaffenburg, DE
Lund, SE

14

Bucharest, RO

Mont-devant-Sassey, FR

Leeuwarden, NL
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The Journey of the
FRH Torch

Budapest, HU

27-28
SEPT
11 OCT

Skopje, MK
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The FRH Torch was launched on Monday 8th January
in Leeuwarden, the Netherlands, the European Capital
of Culture 2018.
Accompanying the Under de Toer programme, the FRH
Torch was presented for the first time at the village
church of Huizum, (12th century) the oldest monument
in Leeuwarden, owned by the foundation Alde Fryske
Tsjerken. During the EYCH2018 as part of Under de Toer
Programme, Manifestations in which artists from different
art disciplines worked together with the community,
reminiscing and depicting the special stories of/near
their church, an exhibit and a theatre performance in and

Huizum/Leeuwarden, The Netherlands

around this beautiful monument dedicated to one of the
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Netherlands’ greatest poets, Jan Jacob Slauerhoff (1898-
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Huizum/Leeuwarden
The Netherlands

1936) was organised. An excellent place to start the FRH
Torch tour through Europe.
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Anas Hannoun
Musician
The Netherlands/Syria

“Whenever December comes the main
church that happens to be in the center
of the village sets loudspeakers with
Christmas songs so the whole village
would be able to hear the Christmas is
around. The residents would help the
church to set up a big tree in the middle
of the village and everyone hangs either
a lighting cross a star or a snowflake
to point out that they are celebrating
Christmas.”

Huizum/Leeuwarden, The Netherlands

“What I like about the residents is their
solidarity, whenever someone passing by
a house that is not celebrating Christmas
or any other holiday because they have
lost someone, people would visit them to
pay respect and show solidarity.”

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 119

“We live with stories and
enjoy telling them to each
other. Stories originate
when people get together
and pass them on.”
Peter de Haan | Chairman Church of Huizum
The Netherlands
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“In 2015 the English phenomenon ‘champing’ and the interest in
monasteries inspired us. Perhaps the church itself, a place of silence and
reflection, singing and praying, could be shared with others. And thus we
started a restoration and a renovation. We built a bedroom in the tower, a
kitchen in the consistory, a bathroom in the broom closet, a lounge area in
the church and a website on the Internet.”

Ingrid van Engelshoven
Dutch Minister of Education, Culture and
Science
The Netherlands
Heritage teaches us about the past. It helps us to
interpret the present and makes us think about
the future. Heritage offers recognition. It gives
us guidance and a sense of identity. It spins a
common thread from our ancestors, through us, to
future generations – a thread through history.

Huizum/Leeuwarden, The Netherlands

Heritage is therefore of great importance. In my
heritage policy, this importance is expressed not
only by investing heavily in the preservation of
heritage, but also by promoting development and
accessibility. Because I believe wholeheartedly
that the lasting value of heritage lies in the
combination of practical use, social significance
and cultural-historical significance.
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An unfortunate side effect of the secularization
in our country is that the thread through history
is becoming thinner. Churches stand empty and
a connection with our religious heritage is lost.
If we are to pass on to this aspect of our history,
it is vital that we preserve these edifices and the
knowledge they embody.

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 121

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 124

Johannes Kramer
Vice Governor of Fryslân
The Netherlands
I grew up in Gaasterland, an area in the
southwest of the province of Fryslân, in a Catholic
environment rooted in the large farming families
of the Greidhoeke, the area between the cities of
Bolsward, Franeker and Sneek. It was and is not
a “severe” faith. Roman Catholicism in Fryslân
was more cheerful and more liberal than Roman
Catholicism in the south of the Netherlands.
Roman Catholics were not free to practise their
faith until a long time after the Reformation.
Today, the clandestine churches still tell this story.
Towards the end of the nineteenth century, when
Catholicism was accepted again, a lot of new
Roman Catholic churches were built, as was ‘my’
church in Balk, dedicated to Saint Ludger. It was
designed by architect Alfred Tepe and inspired
by the neo-Gothic style of the renowned Dutch
architect P.J.H. Cuypers. The church is now a
national heritage site in the Netherlands. I would
not call it a beautiful building but to me, that is not
the most important thing.
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Rev. Edna Zwerver
Reverend of Schettens
The Netherlands

In my view, the church represents a self-confident
part of the population that was proud to let
themselves be seen and saw no reason to hide
their presence or make themselves smaller in any
way than perhaps some people would have liked
them to have been.

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 125
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Gerhard Bakker
Director of Alde Fryske Tsjerken Foundation
The Netherlands

“The high density of churches in the
mystery in 2018. Almost every village,
every mound got its own church. Where
did the construction boom, which started
around the year 1000, suddenly come
from? Was there a bigger plan behind
it? How was the construction of all

Huizum/Leeuwarden, The Netherlands

Prof. Dr. Todd Weir
Director, Centre for Religion and Heritage, University of Groningen
The Netherlands
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The tides are an apt metaphor for what is going
on with religious heritage in this part of the
Netherlands. The dechurching that has seized
the region since the 1960s is like an outgoing tide
that is emptying the churches of certain practices
and meaning that they have had since their
erection 800 years ago. We should not be timid
in identifying secularization as the most radical
rupture in Dutch religion since the Reformation,
if not since the early medieval conversion to
Christianity. This secularization has led heritage
to become associated with loss and nostalgia. Yet,
one should not be entirely pessimistic about this
process, I believe. Is it not the case that nature
abhors a vacuum? Alongside the emptying of
the churches another development is occurring:
churches are drawing in new meaning. In other
words, there are many signs that the tide is
coming back in again. Incoming tides bring
flotsam and jetsam, a jumble of detritus from the
past.

This is an apt methaphor for heritage and the
work entailed in reassigning meaning through
heritage work. How are immaterial and material
heritages to be ordered and by whom? This is
a creative process. On the one hand, religious
heritage allows for invention and reassembly
by the modern, spiritually inclined individual.
However, on the other, the buildings themselves
are not silent. One cannot simply do with heritage
what one wants. Making use of local religious
heritage is not the same as borrowing from other
cultures. Because the churches bind heritage
materially to a place, they demand a word in any
discussion about the meaning of religion, whether
in Huizinge or beyond.

the churches financed? A lot of people
must have been crooked about that,
you will soon be inclined to think. Even
many tourists in the 21st century are
deeply impressed by all the splendour of
churches that originated here over time.”

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 127
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Frisian countryside is still an intriguing

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 126
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As a celebration of the ‘Decade of Action Landscapes
in Europe’, CIVILSCAPE hosted the ‘European
Landscape Forum’ on 23th - 26th of February 2018,
bringing together international experts in the field of
landscape protection, management and planning.
The event was hosted in Aschaffenburg, Germany, a city
with many important cultural landmarks including the
Johannisburg and Schönbusch castles or the splendid
gothic St Peter and Alexander Abbey Church. The FRH
Torch was presented to the forum participants, many of

Aschaffenburg, Germany

who contributed their letters to the treasure box.
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Aschaffenburg
Germany
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I strongly support your campaign to provide
awareness of the rich and diverse heritage of
religious buildings, lands, artefacts, traditions
and stories which are rooted in Europe. They
contribute enormously to the character of
landscapes and of communities in Europe; to local
diversity and communal pride; and to the unifying
consciousness of this continent.

Aschaffenburg, Germany

We need to face and handle that change in a
generous, positive spirit, respect the beliefs and
the work of past communities and the realities of
the present. The inherited evidence of past faith is
not only a physical, but also an emotional capital.
We can use that capital in new or adaptive ways to
serve the physical, social, emotional and religious
needs of the present generations. We should do so
in a way that respects the past and which sustains
that capital for use in the future.
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Prof. Michael Dower
University of Gloucestershire, Co-author of the
European Landscape Convention
United Kingdom

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 128

“Who was the clever man who
decided to put the churches in the
middle of the village?”
Luc Emile Bouche Florin | European Council of Spatial Planners | France
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Aschaffenburg, Germany
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Heavy metal for the soul. Bells have been
around for over 5000 years as sounding-signal
instruments. For many hundred years they
also served as a signal for important messages
in Europe: there were fire, storm, court, clock
bells, and signals for many other occasions.
The different sounds informed the public about
recurring and special events – comparable to
today’s tweets, which draw attention to themselves
via mobile phone signal. The sound codes of the
bells were well known. For about 1500 years they
have been used in Christianity as call instruments
and as a sign for liturgical acts. With their global
sounds, they connect the cultural history of
humanity and appeal to people – no matter which
skin colour, which ethnic origin, whichever nation
they may be. Even people who are not connected
to churches and to Christianity can understand
the ringing of a bell as a positive signal. For this
it helps to convey its dedication: the noonday
peal as a plea for peace and the evening bell as
a request for the preservation of creation can
probably be accepted by many or at least tolerated.
Thinking together and acting on the well-being
of people and the world unites religions and
worldviews.

Piet Jaspaert
Vice President of Europa Nostra
Belgium
When you think of religious heritage, I think
that there are three dimensions; you have the
architecture that are the buildings and that is so
important because lots of people like and enjoy
watching them. Second, you have the message,
the narrative behind all this, we know that this is
disappearing, not only the religious practice but
also the narrative of what is behind, the narrative
in the symbols, the rituals and the real questions
is how can we do it? Because even if you are
not religious this narrative is so important to
understand. Third, next to architecture and the
narrative, I think that what religious heritage is
doing is creating communities, it is part of their
social life, people and communities should be
included in adaptive reuse initiatives.

Dr. Gerhard Ermischer
President of the Archäologisches
Spessartproject (ASP)
Germany

“For me the most essential
and moving memory is
music, listening to the Messa
de Florin von Giacomo
Puccini in a Cathedral is an
emotional experience that
touches the heart.”
> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 130
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Dr. Martin Kares
Musicologist & Consultant for Musical
Instruments
Germany

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 129
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Prof. Dr. Harald Schwillus
Doctor of Theology, Professor for Catholic
Religious Education
Germany

Aschaffenburg, Germany

Like many other monasteries, Helfta, too, was
dissolved in the course of Reformation in the
16th century and served for many centuries as a
domain of agriculture. During the time of the GDR,
it was a socialised estate (VEG – Volkseigenes
Gut: “estate belonging to the people”). The
historical buildings suffered growing dilapidation
and the remains were supposed to be demolished
in 1988. Fortunately, this could be averted by a
number of courageous Helfta residents. When I
came here in the 1990s to visit this historically
and theologically important location, I found a
nearly abandoned estate, the ruins of the church
and a rather displeasing pond. This seemed to be
a place whose cultural and religious importance
had been forgotten for good. And yet, since 1999,
through the support and confidence of clubs,
private people and church institutions, and after
450 years, this place is home to a Cistercian
convent again, having reclaimed this spiritual
place despite many hardships.
Because of such experiences and thoughts, I firmly
believe that it is a central task of European politics
and cultural promotion to make sure that the
religious heritage of our continent is appreciated
and preserved as a potential for the future.

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 132

Dr. Inge Gotzmann
President CIVILSCAPE
Germany

“It is dearly needed to preserve
the historic cemeteries and
to raise awareness for this
cultural heritage!”
> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 134
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The FRH Torch was hosted in Potes, Spain, on 21th of
April 2018 in the medieval ‘Torre del Infantado’, a gothic
tower built in the 14th century, which is now used as an
exhibition centre.
The FRH Torch arrived in the framework of the celebrations
of the ‘Lebaniego Jubilee year’. These celebrations began
in 1512 when Pope Julius II granted the Monastery of Saint
Toribio the privilege of hosting this celebration, making
it an important centre for pilgrimage and an important
European holy site for Catholic Christianity. A symbolic
and very relevant figure, the ‘Beato de Liébana’ gave
the name to the ‘Beato de Liébana awards’, which were
presented after the closing of the ‘Lebaniego Jubilee year’
celebrations, and was awarded to the Former President
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Potes
Spain

of the European Parliament Josep Borell, and film director
and writer Manuel Gutiérrez Aragón for their contributions
to Spanish heritage. The FRH Torch was well received by

Potes, Spain

public authorities and event participants, who shared their

32

stories and memories.
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Monsignor Osoro
Cardinal, Archbishop of Madrid
Spain
Thank you very much for inviting me to participate
in this cultural and religious event of the
“European FRH Torch of Heritage and Culture”.
Thank you to all the Council Members of FRH.
If it is necessary to give a written testimony in
which to be able to express a personal experience,
I would like to give the following:
From a very young age, my parents took me to the
Monastery of Santo Toribio de Liébana, and from
an early age they explained to me that, there, there
was a piece of the Cross on which Jesus Christ
died. I was always impressed that in my home
land, Cantabria, there was the greatest sign of
Peace, Reconciliation and Love that exists.
On the Cross, life is given out of love for all men
and so that everyone may have life. Liébana and
its Patrimony is the place where the “Culture of
encounter” specifically manifested in the Cross is
cared for, promoted and cultivated.

Potes, Spain

It is there where the largest piece of the Cross
that brought salvation is preserved, there is no
Peace if one is not willing to give one’s life for
others; Liébana is a monument to freedom and
reconciliation.

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 136

“Heritage is the family album of
communities, capable of making so
many dead generations alive again.”
Dani Font | Coordinator Catalonia Sacra | Spain
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“The emotion that overwhelms me year after year, while I
can see her banners in the distance, when I see the Virgin
adorned with her cherries. The pride I feel when I crash
the baton and carry the Virgin’s platform on my shoulders,
representing my neighbours with the touching memory
of those who are no longer with me, are unforgettable

Potes, Spain

memories in my memory.”

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 137

Miguel Ángel Revilla
President of the Autonomous Community of
Cantabria
Spain

Josep Borrell Fontelles
Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Former
President of the European Parliament
Spain

I have always been intrigued by the Albeldense
Chronicle of the year 883 that describes the end
of the battle of Covadonga in the year 722. In the
town of Los Llanos (Camaleño) a fragment of that
Chronicle is in bronze: “Then those of the Hosts
of the Saracens, who had survived the battle of
Covadonga were buried in Monte Subiedes when
a mountain of rocks collapsed on them, burying
them by divine judgment. That day the Kingdom
of Asturias was born.”

The churches bordering the Loire Valley, marking
a transition between Romanesque and Gothic as
the river moves towards the sea at its slow, almost
imperceptible pace. Its reflection in the water
at dawn and its forms silhouetted against the
glorious sunsets have also accompanied important
moments of my life, because in one of them, Saint
Clement du Thoureil, I married my first wife and
in the shadow of her Cloisters, my children played
during the summers of their childhood.

Whether the judgment was divine or not, the
Muslims camped in the worst place of the Liébana
region where, over the centuries, the landslides of
rocks and earth are constant. Pelayo, knowing the
area like nobody else, undoubtedly, laid a trap for
them.

Its stone is less solid than the Pyrenean granite;
the tuff is almost compressed sandstone that
decomposes with sun and wind. The curves of
their capitals and the faces of the characters that
adorn them have been polished over time and
emanate a melancholy beauty, related to the river
and the scenes of incessant wars that witnessed.

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 139
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Francisco Javier Gómez Ruiz
Mayor of Potes
Spain

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 140

“There is still
someone there?”
Manuel Gutierrez Aragon | Film Director and Writer | Spain

36

37

Francisco Javier Lombraňa Fernández
President of the Brotherhood of the Holy Cross
Spain
My first impression of the monastery was of
sadness. I remember an elongated building,
almost half white on the outside and almost
demolished inside. Behind it was the church, it
seemed very large, almost like the one in Potes,
and very ugly inside: there was almost nothing but
the altar…
But on the side, there was a smaller chapel with a
very nice ceiling and a kind of marquee above the
altar, and there it was “The Holy Cross” that both
at home and in the school of nuns of Potes told us
that on that cross there, Jesus Christ, the Son of
God had died.

Francisco Javier Fernández Maňanes
Counselor for Education, Culture and Sport of Cantabria
Spain
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“It is difficult to understand the culture
of our region and the Spanish culture
without taking into account the religious
heritage.”

Potes, Spain

There was a solemn Mass, although those of my
age wanted to go out and play with friends … but
that Cross … Something in it was different from
other images of other churches.
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Some observers, from a certain superficiality
and simplicity, are alarmed at what they
consider to be excessively festive and theatrical
street scenography, ignoring the fact that the
Andalusians of this lower part of the country
exteriorize the dramas with joy.
They celebrate life, Faith, popular culture, memory,
tradition, the hand of the father who takes them
for the first time to see it pass, the taste, smell and
colour of spring that assaults hearts in flock…
As we look out over the gate of that spring that
seems like a princess walking on tiptoe, we all
go to the same thing, to what we know by heart,
to the silvery pain of Passion, to the lace of the
handkerchief of Charity, to the thunderous pale
silence of Calvary, to the gothic pain of the Holy
Burial, to the silent Mercy of the Holy Cross...

Nicolás Berlanga Martinez
Member of the Board of Huerta de San Antonio
Foundation
Spain
Heritage is above all part of common memory.
The loss of the church would have vanished eight
centuries of neighbourhood collective memory
with it. I have to confess we were initially more
interested in recuperating part of that memory
than in rehabilitating the church. In fact, we felt
we were part of the social memory at risk as our
ancestors developed the same professions and
trades or farmed the fields and gardens like the
people who lived around the church.
The possible disappearance of the church of San
Lorenzo seems a bad dream nowadays. Around
50 activities per year (musical concerts, theatre,
traditional markets, expositions, seminars and
conferences, etc.) are organized inside the walls
that was almost in ruin 5 years ago. The new
stimulus is having effects in the neighbourhood as
well, with houses being rehabilitated and younger
families coming to live in the vicinity.
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Carlos Herrera
TV and radio journalist
Spain

Potes, Spain

We are proud to have done all this with private
funds mostly. In a society where eyes turned to
public institutions in search of answers face to
heritage problems, we have become an excellent
example of a private commitment.
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The FRH Torch Ceremony was held at the International
conference on ecclesiastical heritage and its future
challenges in Lund Sweden, organized by the
Church of Sweden, Diocese of Lund on 25th - 26th of
April 2018.
The program included an opening of innovative digital
art experiences and music performances in the recently
renovated 12th century picturesque Odarslov Church.
Recently a closed and decaying rural church in the
outskirts of Lund, today newly renovated as a possible
conference venue for art, music, science and theology.
The international conference focused on the use and
development of church buildings and other ecclesiastical
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Lund
Sweden

heritage. Several projects and methods were presented
with the aim of finding extended uses for churches as
sustainable resources for local communities. During the

Lund, Sweden

event, several keynote speakers offered theological,
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societal and heritage perspectives on church buildings
and cultural history in a European context.
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We all connect to the landscapes and regions
where we are born and raised, to its buildings
and traditions. Many of the church buildings of
Dalarna are located by the numerous lakes of the
region. I want to tell you about a specific tradition
I experienced as a child in this region around Lake
Siljan and later in my life in the southern parts
of Dalarna. This is the tradition of church boats;
row boats that bring parish members to churches
located around the lakes. Local people built the
boats together through teamwork and made this
huge effort in order to get to church every Sunday.

Lund, Sweden

The church boat tradition began during the 18th
Century. The boats were the only available public
transport to and from the churches and Sunday
services. Each village used to have at least one
church boat. There could be as many as thirty
church boats filled with parish members in
their best clothes on Lake Siljan every Sunday
during the summertime. A boat called “Yrvädret”
(“Snowstorm”), built in 1803, was the biggest one
on Lake Siljan. It could carry 90 people! The oldest
boat on Siljan, “Räven” (“Fox”), has a sign with
year 1716 in front of the vessel. It has ten pairs
of oars and was probably built on the island of
Sollerön.
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Rickard Isaksson
Heritage Officer Diocese of Stockholm, Church
of Sweden
Sweden
In 1997 I lived in London, around Carnaby street. I
took a break from my studies and went to London
for two years to learn English.
My memory is of one of my favorite bands playing
at the Union Chapel in Islington, London. I
remembered this because I saw them again here in
Stockholm. The band is Current 93.
The Union Chapel concerts is my favorite concert
of all times. The sounds was poetic and gothic.
The chapel made out of stones was the perfect
setting for a music concert.
I felt like the music and I were the same person
and it felt good. I remembered I thought: can you
drink a pint in a church? Yes I could and it was
good. I still have the record of the live concert, its
called ‘cats drunk on copper’.

Hughes Becquart | European Commission officer, Cultural Heritage Department | Belgium
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Lena Simonsson-Torstensson
Director Diocese of Lund, Church of Sweden
Sweden

“What we want is a
dynamic approach to
cultural heritage, what does
it mean today and how it
can be used for the future.”
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Henrik Lindblad
Heritage Officer, Diocese of Lund, Church
of Sweden & Vice President of ICOMOS
International Scientific Committee PRERICO
Sweden
In the middle of a very dark night in November
2001, a farmer woke up by a fierce fire. The
old wooden church next to his homestead was
burning. He called the fire brigade, which had
a long way to drive to this remote rural area in
midsouth Sweden. There was nothing to do when
they arrived. The old timber building was burned
down to ashes. There were no fire sprinklers
and the newly installed alarm was not activated.
Several years later, it was revealed that an arsonist
had deliberately put fire to the church, without any
rational reason.

Lund, Sweden

Except from removed pews and some other
lost furnishing and inventories, Södra Rada
Old church was an exceptional well-preserved
medieval timber church. All walls and ceilings
were decorated with magnificent suites of
medieval paintings. The oldest paintings in the
choir were of a very high quality, probably made
by a French artist in 1323, the very same year the
church was consecrated.
In the 19th century the population grew rapidly in
many parts of Sweden. When the parish decided
to build a new and larger stone church, their
plan was to demolish the old wooden church.
During the 19th century there was an awakening
interest for historic buildings and antiquities. The
Antiquarian Nils Mansson Mondelgren went to
Södra Rada in 1849 to visit this beautiful though
neglected old church. When he understood that
the parish planned to demolish it, he managed to
get funding to buy the building in situ and it could
be saved as a museum. Until the fire 2001, the
church was owned by the state and managed by
the Swedish National Heritage Board.

“Churches have always been there, they have
been a part of the local society, their meeting,
their prayers, their happiness, their sorrows,
there are so many stories that are in the walls
and floors of churches.”
Heikki Ranta | Heritage officer at the Diocese of Lund | Sweden
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Peter Aiers
Chief Executive The Churches Conservation
Trust
United Kingdom

Kerstin Barup
Architect MSA, Professor of Architectural
Conservation
Sweden

Janet Gough OBE
Former Director of Cathedrals and Church
Buildings, Church of England
United Kingdom

“Churches are of
public use and should
be used as what they
are.”

Historic churches tell a story of everyone, from the
poorest to the richest. These stories are written in
the stories of our historic churches and we must
continue to tell them. I have the great privilege of
working for the Churches Conservation Trust.

I grew up in a house with a garden in a small
village in the south of Sweden. The neighbours
around had houses and gardens. God had the
most beautiful house, a huge white-washed church
with a breathtaking interior, overveiling acoustics
and a beautiful garden — the cemetery with even
more people than in the village.

Religious affiliation is changing in England as
it is across Europe and we can no longer rely on
the model based on voluntary giving mostly from
congregations. We need to be nimbler and more
inventive and the consensus is the solution lies
in greater community involvement with religious
heritage buildings combined with more consistent
government funding, critically where local
populations are small or community support is not
viable.

Local communities do have their churches and
when given the opportunity they make them shine.
I was recently at St. Peter’s Preston Park where
the local community raised money and executed a
project to restore the churches decorative scheme.
Not only did they do this but they engaged the
whole community from young to old, with arts
and events. The building now truly reflects how
the community feels about this important historic
building, it shines!

Lund, Sweden

If society cares about this buildings they shine,
if it does not they decline. We all have the
responsibility to make them shine.
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As an architect and professor of architectural
conservation I have had the privilege to work a lot
with religious heritage, to preserve, maintain and
develop this foothold of belonging as something
great and beautiful; material and intangible. My
work always includes co-operation with lots of
other professionals such as theologians, church
members, academics, students, landscape
architects, artists, musicians, historians,
conservators, archaeologists, engineers,
craftsmen, politicians and civil servants.
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Whether it’s the walkers and picnickers at tiny 7th
century St Peter-on-the-Wall or the multicultural,
multifaith crowds that lined the streets leading
to Leicester Cathedral for King Richard III, there
is a huge support to preserve, use and develop
these precious historic religious buildings to serve
everyone now and for the future.
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Luc Noppen
Professor of Urban studies and heritage
UQAM University
Canada
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Dave Stewart
Musician, Owner of Dave Stewart Entertainment
United Kingdom

“In 1983 along with my partner Annie Lennox
we bought a Church in London and spent over
a million pounds as we painstakingly converted
vibrant creative center. Over the years this became
a worldwide famous space housing three recording
studios and as well as recording ourselves with
orchestras and gospel choirs went on to record some

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 157

of the greatest artists in the world, U2, Bob Dylan,
Adele and Mick Jagger to name a few. For quite a
while now I have been working closely with the
C.C.T to help raise money to restore a church in my
hometown of Sunderland and ended up in March
2018 securing 2.8 million pounds in funding.”

“A heritage space
elevates those within
it, and inspires people
to get involved.”
Lund, Sweden

Jono Hart
Managing Partner at Dave Stewart Entertainment,
Charity Founder, Tech Ownert
United Kingdom
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Anna Svensson Melin
Reverend, Lund Parish, Church of Sweden
Sweden

“The church hall is the bearer
of security, truth and justice!
Each generation has got the
task of carrying this on the
basis of its prerequisites. It is
our loan of the future”
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and transformed this abandoned building into a
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The FRH Torch arrived in Mont-Devant-Sassey,
France on 2nd -3rd of June 2018 of the occasion of
the 11th edition of the Open Churches Heritage Days.
The event was held in the wonderful Notre-Dame de
l’Assomption church, a monumental Romanesque
church built in the 11th and 12th centuries by the
Canonicals of Andenne (Belgium) and recently
restored by passionate local volunteers who created
the ‘Amis de l’Eglise de Mont-Devant-Sassey’
association.
The FRH Torch event began with the arrival of a live torch
carried by a young athlete, followed by the lighting of the
FRH Torch inside the church. Throughout the ceremony,
contributors shared the contents of their letters with
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Mont-devant-Sassey
France

Mont-devant-Sassey, France

the audience, finishing with a musical conclusion; a
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performance by Resonance, an ensemble that performs in
religious heritage sites.
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Juliette Roy
President of the National Office of Veterans and
Victims of War of the Meuse
France

Mont-devant-Sassey, France

Religious buildings, often of a smaller size than
the pre-war churches, are not generally the object
of a real architectural innovation, adopting a
refined style. However, real architectural works
are emerging, while others are decorated by the
greatest artists of the time. The mastery of the art
of stained glass by the master glassmaker Jacques
Gruber is equal, in painting, to the talent of Lucien
Lander, author of unique creations that sublimate
many churches but also, it should be noted, the
chapels of villages destroyed the field of Battle of
Verdun.
How then can we imagine that this exceptional
heritage will be forgotten, even as the Centenary
of the former Great War, the interest in its memory
deeply rooted in the national base, will undeniably
decline? It is therefore up to today’s players and
the citizens of tomorrow to make a commitment
to continue to live up to this heritage and its
memory through the generations. I particularly
support initiatives such as that of the Association
Églises Ouvertes Grand-Est de France, which
aims in particular to create a tour of the churches
of the reconstruction, by associating Young
Heritage Ambassadors who will insufflate all the
youth energy into this mission, making them the
transmission of memory and cultural heritage.
They will be the conveyors of History, of their
History.
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“Our churches and our sacred
buildings are less and less used, but
they belong to the community: we
must give them a meaning or a new
and shared utility.”
Stéphane Bern | TV journalist and special Heritage advisor to the President of
the French Republic | France
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Mont-devant-Sassey, France

Nanou Bouillet
President of the Friends of the Church of MontDevant-Sassey
France

My mother-in-law comes from a village perched
in the mountain named Maaloula, which you
have probably heard about. Maaloula shelters
troglodyte refuges and religious buildings dating
from the 1st century of Christianity. This village
was devastated by Islamist groups in 2013
that killed men, ransacked houses, burned and
desecrated churches, but mostly tried to erase
the roots and the story. Liberated in April 2014,
the city of Maaloula is gradually recovering
and trying to heal its wounds. Thanks to the
will of its inhabitants, government institutions
and volunteers, its churches and monasteries
are being restored and Masses are once again
celebrated in Aramaic, the language of Christ.
This religious heritage is our history, our identity,
our memory but not only: it is also the history
of humanity and invaluable universal treasures.
To preserve them, to love them, to transmit them
to future generations, is to keep their roots and
their identity, but it is also a responsibility, a duty.
And it is, especially in the context of the current
conflicts in the Middle East, a message of peace,
life and hope within the horror, the war and the
annihilation.

On the weekend or in summertime, we quickly
participated and discovered that a church in the
middle of a village is the history of the village
and a formidable integration tool. There are
no distinctions between the locals and the city
dwellers on vacation: we all had our hands in the
same bucket of cement!
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Churches also have the extraordinary power of
bringing people together, as they have done for
millennia at a wedding or funeral, when one
finds shelter during wars, for Sunday service, or
simply marking the rhythm of their everyday lives
through the ringing of the bells. Their function
and meaning have changed but they remain
a point of reference for all and can be a great
socialisation tool.

Françoise Nyssen
Minister of Culture of France
France

Romain Delaume
Co-Founder of Dartagnans
France

It is with enthusiasm and pride that we welcome
on this day the only stage of the FRH Torch
in France, before its arrival at the UNESCO
headquarters in Paris.

“I think if everyone
brings their heart and
their ideas, we can
do something very
special concerning
the preservation of
religious heritage.”

The arrival of the FRH Torch materialized the
commitment of local actors who have mobilized for
months to welcome it.
Today, I know that the testimonies will succeed
one after another, from scientists, stakeholders of
the cultural field and French artist. All contributed
to the success of the Heritage discovery activities
that took place during the day. Through this letter
I particularly wish to thank these actors.
The FRH Torch is also a true artistic and cultural
education tool, it fosters collective knowledge on
the importance of our religious inheritance.
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Rita Jabourn
Syrian origin and very sensative about the
preservation of religious heritage
France/Syria
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“A closed church is
a hidden treasure!”
Mgr. Jean-Paul Gushing | Bishop of Verdun | France
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Mont-devant-Sassey, France

58

“I think that the message we
have to send is the fact that
we have a common heritage
because we have a common
history, a European history,
that our European civilization
has progressed in interaction
with all these European
countries which form today’s
Europe. And to remember our
roots, make the heritage alive,
make our history alive is also
to thrive the idea of Europe
and show how deeply Europe
is anchored in each of us.”

Kevin de Zorzi
One of the first guides of the Young Heritage
Ambassadors
France
And one day, my math teacher, Annie
Champenois, who is part of the Association of
Friends of the Mount Church since the beginning,
came to see me at the end of a class to ask me if
eventually, I was interested to come for a weekend
in May to handle a reception at the church.
Directly, I thought “What is she talking about?
To handle a reception at the church?” And at the
same time, I was curious to know what she meant
by that, so I told her “why not”, knowing that, in
any case, I did not have much else to do.
At the end of the weekend, I was rather satisfied
for two reasons; First of all, I had learned cool stuff
and secondly, I will not hide it, I was especially
happy to have made some money. So, I went to
see Annie to tell her that if ever needed, I was
available. That’s how I started coming to church
one or two weeks every summer to take care of the
visits. And I quickly discovered that in our little
village we really had an exceptional monument,
especially when I met visitors who came from far
away only to come and see this church.
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Samuel Cattiau & Quentin Dujardin
Composers and musicians, Resonance project
France
Mont-devant-Sassey Church was our recording
studio for the first Resonance album. The beauty
of the place, the remarkable church acoustics,
the warm Mayor and inhabitants welcome in the
heart of this French Meuse village, offered us
ideal conditions to carry out this ambitious project
which associates MUSIC and HERITAGE.
We are composing a repertoire of melodies for
guitar and voice, inspired by texts and works of
ancient music from the 12th to the 18th centuries.
We offer a musical exploration in the spirit of
troubadours along with a journey through timeless
themes including the fragility between friendship
and love or antagonism between men and women
that the countertenor voice suggests.
This cultural heritage for which we are gathered
today is our heritage. It’s up to you and its up to
us artist and musician, to make it live like today
for this great event and tonight for this exceptional
quartet concert.
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Emilie Cariou
French National Assembly,
representing the department
of Meuse
France
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The European Cultural Heritage Summit took place
from 18th - 24th of June 2018 in Berlin, Germany,
under the motto; ‘Sharing Heritage – Sharing values’
and was one of the key events of the European Year of
Cultural Heritage. It was co-hosted by Europa Nostra,
the German Cultural Heritage Committee (DNK) and
the Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation.
It brought together more than 1500 participants and 85
organisations working in the field of heritage, including
Future for Religious Heritage. The FRH Torch was
presented during the ‘Creative session’ on the 22nd
of June, which was hosted at Bertelsmann editorial
headquarters near the ‘museum island’, with several highlevel contributions added to the initiative, both in letters
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Berlin
Germany

Berlin, Germany

and in video interviews.
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Luca Jahier
President European Economic and Social
Committee
Belgium/Italy

as a memory of difficult times, in
Michael Strecker
Committee member of Monument Watch
Brandenburg-Berlin
Germany

Count Rodolphe de Looz Corswarem
President of the European Historic Houses
Association
Belgium

I am glad the initiative got this name: FRH Torch.
I like the idea, as it is connected to the Olympic
games where you hand on something, and that
you feel yourself being part of something bigger
and that you yourself are not the only one carrying
something but you have shared responsibility.
It enables shared joy of the success hopefully
and quite confidently the FRH Torch resembles
something that usually is burned so that it gives
warmth and energy and encouragement and so
on. I think it is good to assemble or to collect
good examples and personal stories to make them
better known to multiply their encouragement and
their enabling and empowering function.

I think it is a top initiative in its own, but adding
the athlete is a great idea: Here we are we have to
run to get it, if you want to get things in life do not
walk, run. Don’t go behind, run straight to the part
you want to get. Even in the route in Jeanjaques
de Compostelle you have to go for days and days
before you arrive to the church.

which the churches and religions
were used as justification for man’s
ambitions and warfare. But rather
than tarnishing the beauty of
these places, this ambiguity adds
a profoundly human warning to us
all to strive for peace and mutual

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 168

respect.”

Churches are everywhere, in every village they are
the soul, they are what people love in their village.
Even if they do not visit the church often, they
know it is there.
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“Our religious heritage also stands

Berlin, Germany

Lazare Eloundou Assomo
Deputy Director World Heritage Centre UNESCO
Belgium/France

62

“Cultural heritage is about
uniting the people, cultural
heritage is not about dividing
the people. Lets celebrate the
European Cultural Heritage.”
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Berlin, Germany

Paul Dujardin
Artistic Director and CEO of the BOZAR
Belgium

“The message I want to give
is when we think of culture
we think of diversity we think
of things that touch us in
the deepest of our heart it is
still religion or it is just the
opposite not-religion but both
ways will touch us right in our
hearts.”

The FRH Torch Initiative fits well in the global
world where Europe is an important part of the
common narrative. We need to share the European
values, inside Europe as in European space as
in European new coming space, but also in the
World. We always say that the political world has
to take responsibility, however I think that citizens
can also take their responsibility concerning
religious heritage. In the art world we can show
many narratives and a lot of ways how we can
change the world in tangible and intangible art.
Because in the end the inspiration of artists of
today innovation and creativity is always based
on what was in our past. This is needed to find
the right balance. The past gives us a common
identity which we need to share with one another.
Within the current world that is in constant
movement we must use our additional time to
connect and it is our common responsibility to
work on that. Cultural heritage is important as it is
our common heritage which should be kept alive.

Emanuel Rotstein
Director Production A+E Networks, The History
Channel
Germany

Karl-Heinz Lambertz
President of the European Committee of the
Regions
Germany

The FRH Torch Initiative appeals to me because
it has the word torch and being a German Jew
and having had the Jewish upbringing the idea
of torch or the bringing of taking something from
generation to generation is very inherent to my life
and to my philosophy as a human being.

I believe that promoting cultural heritage is one
of the essential components of cultural diversity,
intercultural dialogue and territorial development
of our continent. It aims to strengthen the sense
of belonging to the European Union, to a common
identity, which is part of our history, but which
is also projected into the future. Cultural heritage
and identity help to better understand the change
and history of society, and to reinforce tolerance
and acceptance of differences, in order to thwart
the growing anti-European divisions.

History is like a mirror. You and the other, you
realize who you are in the others, in the people
you meet the people you talk to. When you talk
about the feelings and the inner thoughts you
realize that we are all one for example. One of
my interview partners first nation Canadian said
‘Namwayut’ we are all one, it is a saying in their
language which means we all share the same
feelings we all share the same thoughts and we
all have the same wishes this is peace, doing
what we want to achieve, and this we can only do
together.

Of course, religious buildings are at the forefront
of heritage because they essentially add the
spiritual dimension to European cohesion that
has been, in the past, too often underestimated.
Preserving the diversity of this heritage to
which several religions have contributed and
making it accessible and comprehensible means
strengthening the foundations of our Europe.
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Rafaël Deroo
EFFORTS EU liaison in Brussels
Belgium
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“I am Spanish we have a lot of religious heritage buildings.
In my idea if we cannot keep them in the functions they
had in the past at least to keep the sense and to keep the
significance and to keep what they are, in order to understand
cultural heritage.”
64

Jose Maria Ballester | International Civil Servant and Art Critic, Botin Foundation | Spain
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Patrick Timmermans | Director Erfgoed Brabant | The Netherlands

“It is a great initiative, let your story be heard too. Not only
my story but stories of all kinds of Europeans, young and
old and all kinds of colours. Because our religious past is a
shared past, not a divided past.”
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Hon. Dr. Owen Bonnici
Minister for Justice, Culture and Local
Government Malta
Malta
Being now a Minister for Culture, I still relish
those memories and I do help in a different way
to cultivate this important part of our cultural
heritage. During the past few years, my Ministry
has assisted financially our band clubs in their
projects within the community and introduced
incentives to improve the health and safety at
fireworks factory, among other initiatives.
Besides being the European Year of Cultural
Heritage, 2018 sees Valletta the Capital of Culture.
The theme of this celebration is the Maltese festa.
One of the activities is actually a religious feast,
but with one big difference.

Berlin, Germany

There are a number of towns in Malta and Gozo,
which celebrate more than one feast. An element
of healthy rivalry does exist. Valletta happens
to celebrate four religious feasts: St. Paul, St.
Dominic, St. Augustine and Our Lady of Mount
Carmel. There are two band clubs in Valletta. After
meticulous diplomacy with all stakeholders, we
have managed to have the four statues and the two
band clubs celebrating in the streets of Valletta on
the same day. It is one of those religious memories
that 1 will cherish for the rest of my life.
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“Collecting memories is very
important, especially for the reuse
of religious heritage.”
Anette van Dijk | Policy Advisor at the City of Amsterdam | The Netherlands
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I feel we need to be aware at this moment, and I
feel I just want to climb on a church and ring the
bell. And say to the world we don’t have time, we
don’t have the privilege of time, things are urgent.
They are necessary and culture is the necessary
way to keep us together to fight fear, fight hatred
which is tearing us apart. And it doesn’t make
sense because only together we will find a
solution.

Berlin, Germany

I think this is a very interesting initiative. We are
at a point where our culture and civilisation is
turning a page and we need to be more alert to be
more conscious, first of all of all the challenges
and opportunities that the moment raises. It is
a moment that we need to rethink where we are
heading and where we are coming from, and what
future we want to build on this in our societies.
Especially for the young children for the younger
generation, sometimes I feel that there is a rush
for new things and than we forget the jewels of the
past.

Frederick Baker
Virtual Reality Filmmaker, media scholar and
archeologist
Spain
The Great Austrian composer Gustav Mahler said
tradition is always about passing on the flame
and not just worshiping the ash, and I think that
is a crucial thing for the FRH Torch Initiative is
that you think it is about the positive sides of the
religious traditions here in Europe that that flame
is continued. Looking at for instance at places
in former Austrian Hungarian empire, today
Romania, where you have the synagogue next
to a catholic church next to a protestant church
on the main square. Those are the places to be
highlighted because that has to be the tradition
of the future of Europe. Heritage is not just about
looking at the nice side, the pretty side, the things
you can have picture postcards about, we have
to be aware of the dual side of heritage and its
history. If we are aware of that than those can be
the most power sides that are actually the warning
as well that can actually be healthy for our values.
Looking forward and passing on those positive
values of the most important one being tolerance.
Of each and everybody right to find the answers
to big questions themselves in whatever way they
want.

Anton Peršak
Minister of Culture
Slovenia

Michael Mail
Founder of the Foundation for Jewish Heritage
United Kingdom

Throughout Europe there are countless very
important, interesting and extremely expressive
buildings and other monuments that bear witness
to the important and diverse religious life of
European from prehistory to the present. This
heritage, from the prehistoric megaliths, which
still raise questions of how they were built and
what were their meaning and purpose, to the
interesting and monumental creations of modern
and postmodern architecture of churches built
three, two or even one decade ago, with all their
ingenuity, diversity and differences in “genre”
is also an important attestation of not only the
development of architecture, pluralism and
diversity in the religious life in Europe, both in the
diachronic and synchronic meanings of the word,
but the eloquent history of European thinking and
feeling about the environment and its real and
metaphysical dimensions.

I have been delighted to be involved with FRH for
a number of years I think it is fascinating to be
part of a wide network of heritage experts who
are working in the particular field of religious
heritage, which has its own particular issues and
challenges that relate right across Europe and
across the different denominations. Obviously
religious heritage has played a crucial role in the
evaluation of European society and European
civilization. It is so integral, crossing right across
Europe and all the different communities and
societies. I think that religious heritage can act
as a bridge between Europe of the present and
Europe of the past. It can help us understand
where we came from, which can also point the
way to where we need to go in the future.
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Lydia Koniordou
Greek Minister of Culture
Greece
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“Important duty to take care of this heritage and constantly seek
ways of allowing as many people as possible to learn about it,
recognize it and become aware of its importance and the importance
of the messages it conveys.”
Anton Peršak | Minister of Culture | Slovenia
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Lorena Dianel Aldana
EYCH task force, European Commission
Germany

“My main message is aimed first and foremost at the
younger generations, we, I am a young professional
myself as well, we really are the voices of the future
to really have a future and a sustainable future we need
Delphine Dupeux
Senior Policy Officer, European Historic Houses
Association
Belgium
I am working for the historic houses association
now for 10 years, mostly dealing with policies
big big subject and working in Brussels with the
European institution trying to convince them to
adopt proper legislation for private historic houses
owners. Personally I think it is really important to
protect religious heritage. This is also a part of the
heritage that is in danger so we are really keen on
promoting it everywhere.

to build upon youth, the younger generations. This is

I think the FRH Torch Initiative is something
very inspiring because it will allow people from
every country to give the world their ideas, their
creativity to what cultural heritage means to
them according to their culture according to their
education and what they have in the passed.

segment of the population.”

I think having all these messages coming from all
around the world gathering in one project called
the FRH Torch Initiative is something everyone
should be involved with.
On my perspective cultural heritage, which is
basically linked to the passed should be linked to
present and saying that, creativity and creating
new initiatives may be one of the key points to
preserve it and to fight for this European issue.
And I think if everyone brings its hearts and its
ideas we can do something very special about it

Berlin, Germany

We like to raise our voice for heritage in 2018 but
also for the story and people behind the heritage.
This is really key that we do not stop but represent
the second message as well. This should be the
motto for the future. I think it is really important
to remember that it is not one year only but for
the future, especially to convince the politicians
that they need to invest even more for building
a good EU and a good ideal situation for the EU
concerning heritage.

Romain Delaume
Co-Founder of Dartagnans
France

“Time is running and we can have a look at
changes and cultural heritage is very very
important for our future.”
Guntis Gailitis | Chairman of the Riga Latvian Society | Latvia
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why I think also the FRH Torch Initiative is great as it
has the potential to really talk to this audience and this

Plácido Domingo
Renowned artist and President of Europa
Nostra
Spain
We must never forget that Europe’s heritage sites
- from an ancient temple to a modernist factory;
from the smallest chapel to the largest castle; from
a romantic park to a historic theatre - are not only
the places of our collective past but are also the
building blocks of our collective future. They form
our shared heritage, which also includes various
forms of intangible heritage, and embodies our
shared values. That is why I welcome and am
happy to contribute to the FRH Torch Initiative,
launched by our partners from “Future for
Religious Heritage”, in the form of a memory box
that travels across Europe to capture the heart and
soul of Our Europe. Such a symbolic initiative,
alongside the #Ode2Joy Challenge which I had
the pleasure of launching with Europa Nostra, or
the Ringing the Bells for Peace Initiative, launched
by DNK, our partners from Germany, has the
power to connect Europe’s citizens in a simple
but very meaningful way by reaching out to their
hearts and to their minds.
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and of the present as well. And I think that for Europe
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“We have to work
to communicate the
importance and the
stories of these heritage
to our society as a great
resource for European
identity.”

Galanè Casnati
Centre for Studies and Documentation of
Armenian Culture in Italy
Italy
The FRH Torch Initiative is a very good initiative
that gives room for remembering stories that
are related to our cultural heritage and mainly
religious heritage that is very important for us and
for our culture. I am coming from Armenia and
Italy and for us religious heritage has always had
an ever-important place.
I want to outline an example of culture and
religious heritage that can be the drive for the
development of a village in Armenia. That is
the church of Yereruyk, it is a church of the 8th
century and it is in a very remote place near
the border with Turkey. And now it will be the
occasion to revise the village with 300 people who
are living in poverty and they will have a chance to
attract tourism thanks to their religious heritage.

Bert Ludwig
Director of the European Heritage Volunteers
Germany

Sneska Quaedvlieg Mihailovic
Secretary General Europa Nostra
The Netherlands

The engagement of religious heritage in rural
areas is very important because often religious
heritage is the core of the heritage and of the
identity of the population. European Heritage
Volunteers connects the locals, which mostly are
elderly people, with young people coming from
countries through the care taking of religious
heritage. It offers a European dimension which
offers the effect of empowerment of the local
population through a kind of mirroring as the
involvement of people coming from the outside
often increases the understanding of the value of
their heritage for the locals. It can open the eyes
of locals to upgrade their religious heritage which
they have underappreciated before.

My message for Europe in this historic, once again
I want to say, European Year of Cultural Heritage
is that the European cultural heritage movement
is a formidable force. And it is time that we realize
that we are a force and that cultural heritage is
a huge resource for Europe and Europe’s future.
That is why we have to be much more united and
much more forceful in getting the decision makers
in Europe to recognize the importance of that
resource and to give it a much higher priority in
European policies. Also concerning funding and
in all sort of action that we will present on the
22nd of June. We will invite as many citizens and
organisations to sign the “Berlin call to action”,
to share, and to once again show that we are a
formidable force for the future of Europe.

Berlin, Germany

I think it is a very good initiative that gives room
for remembering stories that are related to our
cultural heritage and mainly religious heritage
that is very important for us for our culture. I
am coming from Armenia and Italy and for us
the religious heritage has always had an ever
important place
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Uwe Koch
National Coordinator for the European
Year of Cultural Heritage 2018 in
Germany
Germany

“I cannot imagine Europe without churches, without
synagogues, without other religions that cooperated to the
peace to the mutual understanding and also in some crises
and in very difficult phase in the history of Europe.”
Silvia Costa | Member of the European Parliament | Italy
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Berlin, Germany

The FRH Torch Initiative is very important
for cultural heritage and the reflection on the
importance of cultural heritage as a peace
factor. For me personal this is very important.
I coordinated within the Council of Europe the
EU convention of Faro on the value of cultural
heritage in the contemporary society. And I
marked the importance to recognize that the
tangible and intantigble heritage are all very
significant concerning the building of the common
respect and common knowledge between different
cultures. In this moment we have preoccupied
aspects of the European life concerning the
comprehension on the importance of hospitality
versus hostility. More often we are afraid of the
other and the different. For us it is very important
to link the sustainable development, the diversity
of cultures and also security and peace. For me, it
is also important that we have the Berlin appeal
as an important document for all European and
non-European citizens because we recognize the
importance of history, the importance of memory,
and the importance of heritage.

“We have to be very creative about all possibilities that churches
can give, however this has to be done based on the demand of the
community surrounding the building. It has to be their initiative, as
it is their heritage.”
Henri Swinkels | Dutch Politician, Noord-Brabant Province | The Netherlands

Karel Loeff
Director at Heemschut
The Netherlands
My message for the European citizens is that
heritage is the basis of our common grounds
within our societies. Without religious heritage
we have no common grounds. And in a changing
society I think it is really important that we see
that these buildings in all the towns and in all the
cities are the focus points. They have been part of
our historical landscapes for years, decades and
even centuries. We should notice that heritage is
very important for our future and we can use this
heritage as our asset. It is important for tourism, it
is important for the local wellbeing, it is important
for communities as a whole.
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Guilherme d’Oliveira
EYCH 2018 Coordinator for Portugal
Portugal

So, for me heritage is the blood in which a country
and the whole of the European community can live
with. Heritage is the blood of a body which is our
European society and we should carry it together,
we should see that heritage is the building block
of our society. We should keep the history of these
buildings alive, the identity of this architectural
history which forms the basis and can develop to
be a great asset for a common Europe.

74

75

The Conference on Urban Jewish Heritage took
place on 5th -7th of September 2018 in Villa Decius, a
Renaissance palace first constructed as a mansion in
the 16th century and largely restored in the 1970s by
the Villa Decius Association, which now uses it as its
headquarters for hosting cultural events.
The event was organised by the Ironbridge International
Institute for Cultural Heritage (University of Birmingham)
and the Foundation for Jewish Heritage, in association
with the City of Krakow and Villa Decius Association,
Creative Europe, Future for Religious Heritage and
The European Association for the Promotion of Jewish
Culture. The conference featured many cultural heritage
experts, focusing on Europe’s rich Jewish heritage, with
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Krakow
Poland

a special focus on urban Jewish heritage. The FRH Torch
was presented, highlighting the relevance of Jewish
religious heritage as an intrinsic part of Europe’s religious
Krakow, Poland

heritage.
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Mike Robinson
Director, Ironbridge International Institute for
Cultural Heritage, University of Birmingham
United Kingdom

Krakow, Poland

My story is one of taking a group of Chinese
students around a cathedral in England. Our guide
was a knowledgeable historian who exalted in
some detail the history of the building. I could
see however that the students had little idea of
what was being said. Why should they know of
the Christian tradition? Why should they have
any prior knowledge of church architecture and
the historical periods represented? Why should
they be interested at all? As is so often the case
we fail to interpret our heritage in line with what
the audience can comprehend and process rather
than what we may like to tell. After the visit we
discussed the experience and they opened up
to declare that they had learned little about the
cathedral – what it was, why Christians built them,
how they were used and the problems facing
them in the present day. So I made the analogy of
the temple and how different parts of the temple
perform different functions. How some people
don’t go to the temple while others do and even if
they were not religious or did not understand fully
they could still understand the craft and skills and
spaces of the building and respect how it is used
and what it means to some communities.
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Dr Ruth Ellen Gruber
Director Jewish Heritage Europe
United Kingdom
Indeed, Jewish heritage is part and parcel of
European heritage, of national heritage, of local
heritage. This means, physically, Jewish heritage
sites, such as synagogues, Jewish cemeteries,
former Jewish quarters ritual baths, etc.
Even though, in much of Europe, few Jews now
live, these places, and the culture they represent,
are just as worthy of notice, presentation,
preservation, and care as are the churches, castles,
town halls, and other historic sites that dominate
the “built heritage” concept.

“For more than 20 years my husband and I have been interested
in tracing our family stories. I have two surnames that I can
confidently match to places; he can identify ancestors back to
the 18th century. We always knew they came from Russia but
were curious to find out more. In the summer of 2015 we at last
made a trip to Lithuania and Latvia, with our student son, to
visit the small provincial towns where our great grandparents
lived and said goodbyes before emigrating to Britain.”

Jewish heritage is not “a thing apart” or
something separate from “mainstream” Europe.
As Lowenthal put it, they embody and perpetuate
one of the oldest cultural forces of the Western
World and form part of the heritage of our
common civilization. And they need to be regarded
and cared for as such.

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 177

“European Citizens
now more than ever,
they need to know
about the cultural
differences among
their own citizens.
You cannot love a
culture if you don’t
know that culture.”
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Hester Abrams
Project Leader Willesden Cemetery “Hous of Life”, The United Synagogue
United Kingdom

Assumpció Hosta
Secretary General AEPJ
Spain
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to give a very important message in order to strengthen our cultural
identity. Young generations must be part of this dialogue that is
happening in Europe nowadays.”

Krakow, Poland

Victor Sorenssen | Director AEPJ | Spain

“Religious heritage
especially is very important,
and the religion is not only
taking care of the tangible, it
also should be taking care of
the intangible things.”

Zsofia Maroti
PhD researcher Central European University
Hungary

My eyes opened towards Jewish Heritage and
Jewish religious heritage also because a small,
energetic woman, born 1929 in Berlin, didn’t let
me go with shallow thoughts or quick answers.
Her name was Maayan (and her mother was the
founder of Youth Aliyah). Maayan and I met and
befriended in 2003 and at some point, I entitled
her my adopted grandmother. When I arrived in
Israel in 2004, she, a trained tour guide, drove
with me from east to west, from north to south.
During one of our first excursions — a real tijul
she reached into a bag and took a Hebrew Bible
out of it. It was a heavy German print from the
1920s. While throwing the book on my lap she
said: “See the small pink notes sticking out?
There you can learn about the sites we visit today.
Read it!” She connected biblical stories to real
places. She also asked me when I was travelling
in France or Germany if I have visited this or that
synagogue, this or that cemetery. She told me why
she knew about the place — perhaps because
of a relative once lived there or because she had
read something about the place. When we talked
about the journeys or looked at photos, she always
asked: “And, have you seen the small details?”
Could be a beautiful Torah ark or a tombstone for
a special person.

My grandfather was Jewish but he did not
practice his religion. His wife, my grandmother is
a Catholic, she used to go to church and pray on
daily basis. We never discussed in the family the
Jewish heritage of my grandfather, I was raised as
a Catholic.
When I was 13 years old, my grandfather passed
away. I had a sense that he was somehow different
when it came to religion but I could not put my
finger. In his life, regardless of the fact that after
the Soah, he never ever visited a synagogue, he
said that he would like to have a Jewish funeral. At
that moment, I realized he was Jewish. Also, that
was the first time that I encountered the Jewish
religion. I learn how to dream. What to say and
how to behave during the ceremony. This changed
my life, for the first time I entered a synagogue
and saw a Jewish cemetery. Since them Jewish
heritage and culture became an essential part of
my life. Even more since I have started to work
around Jewish heritage and engaged in his
protection. Families do not always discuss the
issues of religion and beliefs but I figured that at
some point we go back to our heritage and have a
need to discover and to know it. Religious heritage
is not only important because it tells a lot about
the past but it is essential to imagine the future. It
plays a crucial role in our personal life.
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“I think religion is having an important role in order to connect and

Susanne Urban
Executive Manager ShUM-Cities Association
Germany
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Hae Un Rii
President ICOMOS International Scientific
Committee PRERICO
Korea
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The FRH Torch was invited by the office of the
Hungarian Prime Minister to join the opening
ceremony of the ‘Hungarian Cultural Heritage Days’
on 14th September 2018.
The cultural heritage days, carried out across Europe
during the European Year of Cultural Heritage, allow
citizens to visit sites that are usually not open to the
public, including cultural and religious heritage buildings.
The opening ceremony took place in the splendid
Hungarian Parliament, a vast (18,000 m²) neo-gothic
building built at the turn of the 19th and the 20th century
and UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2002. During
the opening, various Hungarian organisations and
professionals presented their traditional cultural heritage
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Budapest
Hungary

initiatives, followed by the FRH Torch ceremony, which
was welcomed by the Hungarian authorities and received

Budapest, Hungary

contributions from notable Hungarian cultural heritage
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professionals.
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Bence Tuzson
Minister of State for Public Administration Hungary
Hungary
If we re-establish our historical buildings bearing
a rich cultural heritage, if we give function to these
monuments, they will be able to carry messages,
they can pass on this culture for future generations,
for our children. They can serve as a bridge between
Hungarians and culture of the past and of the future.
That is why it is important that every such building
block regains its own place.

Budapest, Hungary

My grandfather was at the forefront in realizing these
efforts, he participated in the restoration of hundreds
of churches around the country, among them in the
restoration of the Havas Blessed Virgin Roman Catholic
parish church of Krisztinavaros (a neighbourhood in
central Budapest), what also hosted the wedding of the
“biggest Hungarian” Count Istvan Szechenyi.
Following also his example, the Hungarian Government
is making efforts so that these little building blocks
become the building blocks of the nation, and such a
nation builds up which is able to appreciate its past,
its present, and - what is even more important - is
able to think in future, and appreciate the culture and
Hungarians of the future. Our aim is to show everybody,
to show to all the Hungarian people, that the Christian
Hungarian culture, Hungary and the Hungarian nation
has a future.
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“If we would like to
preserve this continent, this
culture, we have to protect
its roots.”
Gabor Foldvary
Ministerial Commissioner for Cultural Heritage Protection
Hungary
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The Passion of Budaörs of 1933 is the past, 2018
is the present. And what about the future?
In 2009 one of our primary goals was to involve
more and more children and young people in
the Passion and today more than a hundred
youngsters is performing already. The children
actors of the junior Passion performance of 2009
are performing today serious roles with texts, so
that we can involve more and more youngsters
to the adult Passion. I would like to express my
gratitude to the teachers of the children - Nora
Kuszmann and Anna Csanyi-Csulits-, and to the
adults who are providing enormous help.

Budapest, Hungary

I am very grateful for the members of the German
Nationality Self-Government of Budaörs, the
colleagues of Heimatmuseum, the creative team
participating in the professional programmes,
the German Nationality people from the northern
region and all the others supporting us for their
help and sacrificial work!
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More than 300 participants are coming to Budaörs
from 12 European countries and 42 sites of
Passion Games to the Europassio Meeting and
Congress.
I just add it silently but proudly as an inhabitant of
Budaörs, as far as I remember in the last 15 years
there was no precedent that in the Europassio
Congress there would have been participants
from 10 countries and from more than 40 sites of
Passion Games!
And of course the most famous are amongst them
as the Oberammergau and the Auersmacher from
Germany, the Saint Margareten and Erl from
Austria (where Passion has been played for more
than 400 years), or the Esparaguero from Spain,
or the Skofja Luka Passion from Slovenia - which
is also part of the cultural world heritage — and
many others.

Tamas Erdi
Prima Primissima Prize Piano Artist
Hungary
My relationship with the Heavenly had been
evolved through music. When I was playing ‘The
fountains of Villa d’Este’ of Franz Liszt in Rome
in the Tivoli Concert Hall, not just the experience
was unforgettable that I could hear the voices
of the same waterfall that inspired Franz Liszt,
but also that dramatic point in the piece after the
presentation of water paddling and voices of the
fountain, signed by a powerful. musical shift. After
the tinkling illustration of the beauties of nature,
the music becomes dramatic, and here appears the
admiration of transcendental beauty, the liaison
with the Heavenly in front of the magic offered by
the beauty of nature. Here, I felt the same piety

that I feel during the A - major piano concerto
theme 2, what is said to be by many the music of
angels. According to Einstein this theme is a proof
of God, according to Tamas Vasary it wasn’t even
written by Mozart but was dictated to him.
I met the song of birds when I was playing in
Kuwait and Poland: in both places the prattling of
birds was so strong outside above the trees, that
people were coming in from the street to see what
the birds are listening to, what is this prattling. I
was playing Chopin to them. I remember when
I was a pupil, once I called my mother to the
balcony to listen to the birds that were playing
Chopin to me already at that time. A book will
just be published by Corvina Press in which my
mother has written my story, of which the title is
relating to this experience ‘For whom even the
birds are singing Chopin’.
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Imre Ritter
German nationality member of the Hungarian Parliament
Hungary

As a result, the Passion of Budaörs has gained a
European reputation. As a sign of appreciation,
the Europassio Meeting and Congress will take
place in Budaörs in the last four days of the
Passion of Budaörs between May 31, 2019 and
June 3.
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Budapest, Hungary

Imre Ritter | German nationality member of the Hungarian Parliament | Hungary
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Mihály Raday
President of Hungaria Nostra and of the Town
Protection Association of Budapest
Hungary

Zsolt Visy
Professor Emeritus of the Department of
Archeology at the University of Pecs
Hungary

During the history of mankind, churches have
always been the best designed and constructed,
most valuable, most decorated buildings built by
the best - apart from the dwelling-houses, palaces
and castles of the ruling elite. This was so in the
antiquity, and so it is still today when the number
of religious people or at least number of people
who attend church has been declining worldwide.
I have already seen ‘For Sale’ sign on English
churches as well...

The most significant result for me was the
clarification of the entrance situation of the crypts.
Lacking exact archaeological observations it had
been thought that there was a possibility to go
in the underneath crypts also after the burial to
commemorate to the dead person. Following this
idea the entrance was restored with a stairway and
a door. However the fact that the grave chapels on
the surface had their entrance exactly above the
entrance of the crypts caused severe headache
to the represents of this theory. The observations
made during my excavations proved that the
crypts never had a door, because the opening was
closed by big stone slabs, and the stairway or
rampart was filled after the burial. It is then clearly
understandable, why the door of the grave chapel
could be placed exactly above the opening of the
crypt.

The most important buildings of religious
communities lost their original functions in Africa
and in America during the period of colonisation,
and became unowned also in Europe in the era
of genocide, and in the period of religious wars
and holocaust. The maintenance and careful
preservation of ecclesiastical buildings became
a problem after rearrangement of borders and
changes in the population composition. The
maintenance of empty and deteriorating Serbian
Orthodox Churches and Synagogues after
elimination of their worshippers is also a problem
for us - as for example the careful preservation
of Hungarian, Jewish and Saxon churches in
Romania. Several of them are part of the World
Heritage...

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 182
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“I believe that Europe’s
cultural heritage cannot
be interpreted and cannot
exist without European
religious heritage.”

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 184
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“ENCATC had the great honour of hosting one of the
stages of the FRH Torch project on 28th September
2018 in Bucharest, as a closing event for its annual
Congress on Cultural Management and Policy.“
“It was very exciting for all the participants to see the
6 representatives of the religious cults of Romania
gathered in the same room, around the same table. This
sort of event had never taken place until now! It was
an unforgettable moment for all those present at the
‘ceremony of light’. It was a surprise for us all to see how
the participants, regardless of their religion and country
of origin wanted to take the candle in hand, to pass it to
their neighbour. It is incredible how such a simple project
can have such extraordinary results and can effectively
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Bucharest
Romania

contribute to creating the much sought-after dialogue
between religions, cultures and people. Thanks, Future
Bucharest, Romania

for Religious Heritage for this wonderful opportunity
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offered to the ENCATC and all the participants of our 2018
Congress!”
Stated GiannaLia Cogliandro, Secretary General of ENCATC.
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Bucharest, Romania

Dr. Aurel Vainer
President of The Federation of Jewish
Communities of Romania
Romania
Our autumn holidays have always brought us joy,
from childhood to old age. Boys who turned 13,
having become of age, according to the Jewish
faith, spent the holidays in the Synagogue, learning
the holy teachings by reading and singing. We, the
children, played in the yard of the synagogue, happy
to no longer be under the close supervision of our
parents or grandparents. As a child, aged 5 or 6, I
used to spend a nice time with other children, being
beautifully dressed for the holiday. I remember a
small adventure that comes to my mind. I was smartly
dressed, let’s say it was an elegant costume, staying
on the bank of the Bașeu brook (an affluent of the
Prut River). Not caring about my special outfit, along
with the other children, I began to run along the water
course. Just like that, I, the sage and smartly dressed
boy, plunged into the waters of the Bașeu: it was not
at all deep, but it was not clean, either. All the other
children started to laugh, but I began to cry, thinking
about the scolding I would get from mom and dad.
Let me get to a serious topic: ever since I became
the head of the Federation of Jewish Communities in
Romania – the Mosaic Faith, 13 years ago, I became
very interested in renovating, in the most beautiful
and bright manner, our places of Mosaic worship, the
numerous synagogues and temples located in many
places in the country.
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“May the FRH Torch lastingly light
up the way on our European journey
towards beauty and harmony.”
George Ivaşcu | Minister of Culture and National Identity | Romania

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 188
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Bucharest, Romania

Mufti Muurat Iusuf
Mufti of Muslim Cult of Romania
Romania

In the context of monuments and church
collections evocation, significant aspects of
architectural history have been tackled together
with the guests of the program– hierarchs,
academicians, teaching staff of universities,
priests, monks and nuns, professors and curators.
At the same time, Romanian Orthodox art and
culture and the major contribution that the
Orthodox Church has had at the spiritual-ethnic
building and the historical development of
Romanian nation, in general, were also evoked.

An architectural jewel of the Muslim
community of Romania is Esmahan
Sultan Mosque from Mangalia – the
oldest place of Islamic worship of
our country, which was built in
1573 (931, according to the Muslim
calendar Hadjira) by order of princess
Esmahan, the daughter of Sultan
Selim II, in honour of her father.

“Bringing together specifics
of different nations of
the “Old Continent”,
through the strong bond
of common elements that
have conferred, throughout
millenniums of the Christian
era, a conspicuous particular
physiognomy.”
> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 190

It is a monument built in the
Moorish architectural style, with
particular features in comparison
with the other centers of worship
from Dobrudja since the time of the
Ottoman Empire and it has a rich
historical, religious and cultural

tradition. The construction was
built of stone with a thickness of 85
cm, carved on site by the Turkish
craftsmen and it is surrounded by
a Muslim cemetery where notable
people of the time were buried.
After 1989, unfortunately, the
mosque was in a deplorable state
and it needed reconditioning. The
support came in 2008 when, in
order to make an attempt to preserve
elements of the religious and cultural
heritage, a Turkish businessman
financed the whole project, the
consolidation and restoration of the
”Esmahan Sultan” constructions (the
mosque and the cemetery); the value
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was estimated to one million euros.
Ten years ago, on August 27, 2008
in Mangalia the reopening ceremony
of the mosque took place with the
attendance of important people from
Turkey, from our community and
local administration as well.
The reopening of the mosque was
a very important event, a reason of
joy and pride for the whole Muslim
community of Romania. At the same
time, Esmahan Sultan mosque is a
remarkable tourist attraction, taking
into consideration the great number
of visitors from our country, but also
from abroad.
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Pr. dr. Florin Serbanescu
Advisor to the Romanian Orthodox Patriarch
Romania

Nigel Bellingham
Director of British Council Romania
Romania

“People say that religion divides us, but
from all these experiences all I have seen
is the good that all faith bring, with their
power to calm us, to inspire us, to unite
us – to make us better people and to
make the world a better place.”
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Bucharest, Romania
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For me, one of the most touching moments in my curatorial experience
was the fact that, since 1992, I am passing – sometimes, several times
per day – near the little wooden church from Bejan. Hunedoara county,
which was brought in Bucharest and reassembled, twenty six years
ago, in the country yard of the National Museum of the Romanian
Peasant. Erected in the 18 th century in Valea Bradului, was moved by
the inhabitants of the Bejan village to their place and it was used as
the main church of the village, until 1947, when a new brick church
took its place. The old historical monument remained as an almost
forgotten construction, until 1991, when it was brought to Bucharest
and placed in the museum, which it was re-installed, after almost 40
years in the building used by the Communist regime for a propaganda
museum. Since then, this old church has become a kind of symbol for
the museum that encapsulates the essence of the religious traditions
of the Romanians Standing in front of the huge mosaic placed on the
wall behind it, glorifying the Communist Party. The contrast between
the wealthy mosaic and the modest and frail wooden church is more
explicit than any other curatorial arrangement in a Romanian museum,
about the ancient tradition, represented by a church, and a dictatorial
regime, which was imposed on the Romanian nations by a foreign
army, represented by the mosaic. More than this, I think that it is
meaningful that we don’t know the names of the craftsmen who built
the church. We may consider that those who made it hold the belief that
their names are not important in front of eternity, when someone makes
an offering – because this is a church, an offering rose for God – the
author is not important. It is a gift offered for the community, from now,
in eternity.

“Grazie Future for
Religious Heritage
per questa bellisima
opportunita offerta
all’ENCATC e a tutti
I partecipanti del
nostro Congresso
2018!”
Francesca Imperiale
President of ENCATC
Italy

“It is incredible how such
a simple project can
have such extraordinary
results and can effectively
contribute to creating the
much sought-after dialogue
between religions, cultures
and peoples.”
GiannaLia Cogliandro
Secretary General of ENCATC
Francesca
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Dr. Virgil Stefan Nitulescu
Head of Cabinet in the Ministry of Culture and National Identity
Romania

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 195

97

Rev. David Gyerö
Vicar Bishop of the Hungarian Unitarian Church
Romania

Six years ago together with a group of friends, invited to
my wedding, we have visited the fortified church in Biertan,
perhaps the most famous Transylvanian village church, also
on the UNESCO list. Inside this beautiful church, besides
things that are usually found in a church, there is something
unexpected: a reconciliation room. This was thought for still
married Saxon couples who have expressed their desire to
divorce. In this room there are a bed, a table and a chair.
The man and the woman were encouraged to spend some
time in this room before the Christian community to accept
their desire to divorce. They did not have the courage to
take this step without the will of the community, living
together in the neighborhood (an association of families in
order to support each other). They were always subject to
its moral judgment.

“As we celebrate the rich religious and cultural heritage of Europe, let us ask for

The time spent in this room was so beneficial that over
the course of history only one couple kept their desire
to divorce. This story and the church had impressed
my brother’s future wife (a native of the former German
Democratic Republic, who is not baptized in the Christian
faith) so much that she had expressed the desire to receive
the blessing in a church too.

blessings to our continent by building many free ladders of faith – ones that are not old
and dusty, but neat and glossy from being used. I wish for us to realize that by living
with them makes us spiritually richer people. Our task in 2018 should be not just to
remember the glory of the past, but to make new plans about how to recreate those
miracles of that past. One thing we can certainly do is to try to fulfill the Torda dream in
our homes, in our towns and cities, in our regions, and all over Europe.”
> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 200
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Andrei Pinte
Pastor of the Evangelical Church in Sibiu
Romania

Bucharest, Romania

This desire was accomplished years later: they were
blessed by me in the beautiful church of the old town of
the neighboring city, Sighisoara, also a UNESCO heritage
church.
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The event ‘Valorisation of the Church St George in
Kurbinovo from the XII Century as a Cultural Heritage
Site on the Cultural Heritage Route on 27th - 28th
September 2018, was organised by FRH member
Makedonida Foundation at the EU info centre in
Skopje, Northern Macedonia.
The FRH Torch ceremony was conducted after the event
by FRH Council Member Pilar Bahamonde at the ‘Čifte
Hammam’, a 15th century Ottoman bath house located in
the centre of the Old Skopje Bazaar, which now hosts part

Skopje, Northern Macedonia

of the National Gallery of Northern Macedonia.
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Skopje
Northern Macedonia
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An important part of our heritage is undoubtedly
the various objects of the Islamic tradition, which
for the first moments of the establishment of the
Ottoman Empire in this region are widespread
in all parts of Macedonia. A number of mosques,
such as the undisputed Mustafa Pasha in
Skopje, but also several Teqes and Turbes, are
an important integral part of our rich cultural
heritage.

Skopje, Northern Macedonia

In other words, no matter which part of the
sacred cultural heritage in Republic of Macedonia
you wish to explore, all of them tell incredible
stories, from the Temple of Isis to the magnificent
Decorated Mosque from the beginning of the
Renaissance in Republic of Macedonia.
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The cultural heritage of Republic of Macedonia
offers exhilarating spectrum of multiplicity which
impresses everyone. Therefore, it is a privilege
for us to know that we carry a part of the craft
of the great minds in our DNA, which united us
throughout the cultural heritage, which was built
with many layers and multi-cultures from the very
beginning.

“Our common cultural and religious heritage
with its diversity, can represent a strong
ground base for dialogue and coherence.”
Eleonora Petrova-Mitevska
Director of the Directorate for Protection of Cultural Heritage
Northern Macedonia
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Asaf Ademi
Minister of Culture
Northern Macedonia
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Since a few years ago, Makedonida has been
working actively to popularize the sacred heritage
by publishing guide books on the most important
churches and mosques in Macedonia, dating
back to the Byzantine and Ottoman periods, in
Macedonian, in Albanian, English and French.

Skopje, Northern Macedonia

We also pay special attention to forging
cooperation with our European partners, with
the network Future of Religious Heritage from
Brussels - FRH, as well as with many important
institutions from France and Germany, hoping
for the support by European institutions that is of
particular importance to us, who are supposed to
accompany and support Northern Macedonia in
its Euro-Atlantic integrations.
Today, after many completed projects, as well as
many projects that are still underway, cultural
heritage, by its very importance and diversity, is
not only a profession to me. It is a great privilege,
mission, commitment, but also an inexhaustible
source of inspiration and energy that lends me
with support and helps me to cope with the every
day challenges of globalization.

“Culture should always be a vivid reflection upon
its own sources and roots, and in same time, it is
a projection of the future as a time that is coming
and is being pushed forward from the past.”
Risto Solunchev | Associate Professor Faculty of Philosophy | Northern Macedonia

“During my undergraduate studies at the
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Dr. Panche Velkov
President of the Makedonida Foundation
Northern Macedonia

Department of History of Art in Skopje I built
the relationship between religious and cultural
medieval heritage. It is a source of particular
delight to see shrines being part of our urban
environment, which allows us to have every

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 204

day access to them, so that we can enjoy and
relish their beauty, and be able to picture
ourselves for one moment as being at the time
of their creation.”
Frosina Jovcheska
Graduate Student at the University of St. Cyril and
Methodius
Northern Macedonia
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Skopje, Northern Macedonia

In the three state territories, there are monuments
of religious heritage that are perfect for a joint
cooperation in near future, directed towards the
protection and promotion of these sanctuaries.
I am convinced that if we employ the trilateral
approach in the idea to utilize the cultural heritage
as a tourist offer, the economic development
of this predominantly neglected area will be
significantly increased.
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It can easily happen that current political events
give a strong impetus for the realization of
such ideas. I think that this initiative should
be expanded with a wider support, that is, the
region should be protected by UNESCO. Thus,
the religious heritage of the Prespa valley will
contribute to the establishment of an intercultural
dialogue, sustainable development and prosperity
of the local communities in the three countries.

“Art alone can
save the world
- said Fyodor
Dostoevsky.
That to me is
exactly what
cultural heritage,
and sacred
heritage is.”
Pance Velcov
President of the Makedonida
Foundation
Northern Macedonia
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Risto Paligora
Art Historian Conservator and the National
Museum in Bitola
Northern Macedonia

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 205

107

The 2018 FRH Biennial Conference, titled “Religious
Heritage – Europe’s legacy for the future”, was held
at the UNESCO headquarters in Paris on the 11th 13th October, under the patronage of; the Ministry
of Culture of France; the ICOMOS International
Scientific Committee on Places of Religion and Ritual
(PRERICO); la Fondation La Sauvegarde de l’Art
Français; the Belgian French speaking and German
speaking Commission for UNESCO; and the Flemish
Commission for UNESCO.
The conference welcomed more than 200 participants
from 64 organisations and 24 countries, bringing together
experts from the field of religious and cultural heritage,
academics, representatives from EU institutions, and
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Paris
France

representatives from public and private institutions. The
final FRH Torch ceremony was held during the conference,
with the participation of young student athletes, who

Paris, France

symbolically carried the Torch throughout various religious

108

heritage sites in Paris, ending up at the conference
stage, where they presented the letters to Commissioner
Navracsics.
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“My childhood and youth was fundamentally
determined by the intellectual influence of this
Christian heritage in my hometown. It was an
intellectual influence not a burden.”

Paris, France

Tibor Navracsics | European Commissioner of Culture | Hungary

110

> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 206

111

After the ending of the journey of the FRH torch
across Europe, the Public Campaign was launched
until the end of the EYCH on 31st of December 2018.
The Public Campaign was aimed at obtaining personal
messages from European citizens.
With this purpose in mind, several FRH Torch contribution
boxes were distributed across Europe, located in public
buildings, churches and museums, allowing visitors to
share their messages. The Campaign ended with many
contributions from across Europe, showcasing just how
much European citizens treasure and value their shared
religious heritage, and how it is linked to their lives in

Public Campaign

many ways.
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Public
Campaign
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Frank Strolenberg
Programmanager on a future for Religious
Heritage, Cultural Heritage Agency
The Netherlands

Jan-Willem van Zoelen
Official municipality of the City of Oss
The Netherlands

As alderman with heritage in my portfolio, I am
very proud of our cathedral basilica of Saint John
evangelist. St. John cathedral is in the midst of
the society and our citizens are proud of it. This
cathedral is a beacon of history but also of the
future. Visiting the cathedral is an experience;
We must make this experience accessible to
the visitors of today and the future so that this
valuable location can remain what it is: a pearl of
the city.

Diversity of buildings is an added value for the
distinctive landscape characteristic. The beauty
of the buildings in terms of architecture and
ecclesiastical art property must be preserved as a
treasure.

If you ask me one sentence: The importance of
religious heritage? Because stories must be told
and passed on!!

In most cases such buildings were built by a
small community. the building are rooted in the
community and everyone has personal memories
related to them. The big challenge is also in the
community to jointly examine how the buildings
can be maintained and can continue to be a
sustainable part of our living environment.

Public Campaign

It is important that we hold on to our religious
DNA and pass it on to our next generations.
Man is a temporary factor in comparison to the
buildings that continue to speak and sustain the
story.
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“I enjoy still every day
the wonderful stained
glass windows of our own
beautifull village church!”
Anonymous
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Huib van Olden
Alderman of the City of Den Bosch
The Netherlands

Awakenings. Having good grades in elementary
school I was supposed to go to Rolduc for my high
school education. Rolduc is a medieval abbey
of the 11th century in the Southern part of the
Netherlands. In the sixties not only famous for
it’s high school but even more so for it’s seminary
where young Roman Catholic priests got their
training. Visiting this abbey as a 10 year old boy
I got startled by the dozens of priests running
around, the huge kitchens full of steam and most
of all the remains of the founder of the abbey
Ailbertus of Antoing lying in the crypt. This
was not my school! But being a teenager I found
out that Rolduc unlike my own school, offered a
complete cultural and sports programme: mens
sana in corpore sano. I loved visiting it and soaked
in all new impressions. In my twenties I met this
wonderful girl and at first glance I knew that I was
going to marry her. And I did. Of course, it turned
out that she finished her high school education
at Rolduc. How an old abbey can get under your
skin…
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“Entering a peaceful, reflective place like a church
while walking around a bustling city can be a great
experience, and the contrast always give me a
chance to appreciate both the old and the new.”
James | United Kingdom
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“I have spent the last decade visiting 13 cities in 8
countries to hear stories of wars and worries like my
grandmother a member of the jewish community in
which footsteps I always imagined myself walking.
I found only hints of lives such as kept in sites that
tended to focus almost exclusively on the Holocaust.
In Poland in the museum of the history of Jews in
Warsaw, I found the history I sought.”
Harry Peters | The Netherlands

“I strongly support the cooperation between
community, politicians and owners to get the power
to make the right choices and drive our religious
heritage to the future.”
Anonymous

“We all grew up surrounded with it, not only art and
buildings which are a severe proof of it, but religious
heritage is part of our entire live, the western society
is based on it: healthcare, access to education for

Wobine Buijs-Glaudemans
Mayor of city of Oss
The Netherlands
Megen is the most northern place in the province
of Noord Brabant. A beautiful town that has been
able to maintain its purity. With a special history.
After Frederik Hendrik conquered the city of
‘s-Hertogenbosch, the Catholics had to leave the
city. The Franciscans settled down in Megen as
well as the Carmelites. There was a beautifully
restored Latin school that now serves as the
Akropolis community center.
When I am in Megen, I often walk into “Bruurke
van Megen’s” Brother Everardus, whose 150th
birth date is being celebrated this month. There
are rolled notes in his hands with the wishes
of all kind of people. It helps to entrust your
deepest thoughts to paper, the hope you have, the
powerlessness that you can feel when confronted
with unsolvable problems. Fascinating to be in a
church and to think of how for centuries people
have come to this place at special moments in
their lives: to stand still, to thank, to celebrate,
to mourn. An age-old place of gathering and
meditation. In Megen you can go back to the
really important things in life, the things that are
timeless: love, friendship, family, farewell.

everybody (all inclusive), elderly care, our entire
Public Campaign

Francisco Granja D’Almeida
Portugal

social system originates from Christianity. Inspired
by God, fantastic heritage.”
> SEE THE ORIGINAL LETTER ON PAGE 210

FRH TORCH INITIATIVE A collection of stories, memories and experiences in the context of European religious heritage

Daniel | United States of America

“This is the reason why
churches must prevail, even
if not as religious temples.
They bring us together – no
matter who you are, where
you come from, in a church
you’ll find a friend.”

“A holiday seems not to
be complete without the
experience of entering a
religious building at our
destination. We feel it is a
great way of experiencing a
countries culture and history
in multiple ways.”
Linde Grootswagers
The Netherlands
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>>

Anas Hannoun
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The letters, Leeuwarden
The letters
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Rev. Edna Zwerver
Anas Hannoun

<

The letters, Leeuwarden
The letters, Leeuwarden

FRH TORCH INITIATIVE A collection of stories, memories and experiences in the context of European religious heritage

123
122

Rev. Edna Zwerver

<
Rev. Edna Zwerver

The letters, Leeuwarden
The letters, Leeuwarden
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Johannes Kramer

<
Ingrid van Engelshoven

<
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The letters, Leeuwarden
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Gerhard Bakker

<
Prof. Dr. Todd Weir

<

The letters, Aschaffenburg
The letters, Aschaffenburg
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Dr. Martin Kares

<
Prof. Michael Dower

<

The letters, Aschaffenburg
The letters, Aschaffenburg
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Dr. Gerhard Ermischer

<
Dr. Gerhard Ermischer

The letters, Aschaffenburg
The letters, Aschaffenburg
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Prof. Dr. Harald Schwillus

<
Prof. Dr. Harald Schwillus

The letters, Aschaffenburg
The letters, Aschaffenburg
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Dr. Inge Gotzmann

<
Dr. Inge Gotzmann
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FRH TORCH INITIATIVE A collection of stories, memories and experiences in the context of European religious heritage

137
136

>>

Francisco Javier Gómez Ruiz
Monsignor Osoro

<
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Miguel Ángel Revilla

<
Francisco Javier Gómez Ruiz

<

The letters, Potes
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Josep Borrell Fontelles
Josep Borrell Fontelles
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The letters, Potes

FRH TORCH INITIATIVE A collection of stories, memories and experiences in the context of European religious heritage

143
142

Francisco Javier Lombraňa Fernández

<
Josep Borrell Fontelles

<
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Carlos Herrera

<
Carlos Herrera

The letters, Lund
The letters, Potes
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Lena Simonsson-Torstensson
Nicolás Berlanga Martinez

<

The letters, Lund
The letters, Lund
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Rickard Isaksson
Lena Simonsson-Torstensson

<

The letters, Lund
The letters,
letters Lund
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Henrik Lindblad

<
Rickard Isaksson

<

The letters, Lund
The letters,
letters Lund
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Peter Aiers

<
Peter Aiers

The letters, Lund
The letters,
letters Lund
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Janet Gough OBE

<
Prof. Kerstin Barup

<

The letters, Lund
The letters,
letters Lund

FRH TORCH INITIATIVE A collection of stories, memories and experiences in the context of European religious heritage

157
156

>>

Dave Stewart
Jono Hart

<

The letters, Lund
The letters,
letters Lund
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Anna Svensson Melin

<
Dave Stewart

<

The letters, Mont-devant-Sassey
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Rita Jabourn
Juliette Roy

<
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Nanou Bouillet
Rita Jabourn

<

The letters, Mont-devant-Sassey
The letters,
letters Mont-devant-Sassey
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Kevin de Zorzi

<
Nanou Bouillet

<

The letters, Mont-devant-Sassey
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Samuel Cattiau & Quentin Dujardin

<
Samuel Cattiau & Quentin Dujardin

The letters, Berlin
The letters,
letters Berlin
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Luca Jahier

<
Luca Jahier

The letters, Berlin
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Hon Dr. Owen Bonnici

<
Karl-Heinz Lambertz

<

The letters, Berlin
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Anton Peršak

<
Anton Peršak

Berlin, 22 June 2018

Dear Colleagues & Friends,
FRH TORCH INITIATIVE A collection of stories, memories and experiences in the context of European religious heritage

As we come together to celebrate this European Year of Cultural Heritage, it is
important to think on the many historical monuments and sites across Europe that
are being threatened and to ring the alarm to highlight their need for urgent repair
and care. Together with Europa Nostra, the largest European network of heritage
organisations of which I am proud to be President, we aim to raise stronger
awareness about how important these heritage sites are to local communities. This
is not just about the bricks and mortar; this is about what heritage means to
people. All of these sites tell us not only a local or national story but also a
European story. They connect us to other people in Europe with whom we share
history, memory, culture – with all its diverse expressions - and a sense of
belonging to a wider community.

We must indeed seize the momentum of this historic European Year of Cultural
Heritage to promote a new narrative for Europe. We, the Citizens of this Continent
of Culture, have to ask ourselves what kind of Europe we want for our children and
our grandchildren. A Europe where we live in harmony or in division? A Europe
where we concentrate on what divides us or rather on what connects us, across
generations and across borders? Europa Nostra and I strongly believe that Europe
does not need new borders or new walls. We need a Europe of bridges. A Europe of
solidarity and generosity. A Europe of kindness and respect. A Europe of
inspiration and creativity. In spite of all the political and economic challenges
which our society faces today, I know this is possible. I also know that to achieve
these ambitious goals, our cultural heritage is a huge asset and resource. The
moment for action is here and now.

The letters, Berlin

Let this European Year of Cultural Heritage be a turning point in the way in which
we shape the future of Europe. Let us put culture and cultural heritage where they
belong – at the very heart of the European project!
Let the flame of this TORCH of culture and cultural heritage burn brightly and
enrich the lives of many in Europe and elsewhere in the world!

The letters, Krakow

We must never forget that Europe’s heritage sites - from an ancient temple to a
modernist factory; from the smallest chapel to the largest castle; from a romantic
park to a historic theatre - are not only the places of our collective past but are also
the building blocks of our collective future. They form our shared heritage, which
also includes various forms of intangible heritage, and embodies our shared values.
That is why I welcome and am happy to contribute to the TORCH Initiative,
launched by our partners from “Future for Religious Heritage”, in the form of a
memory box that travels across Europe to capture the heart and soul of Our
Europe. Such a symbolic initiative, alongside the #Ode2Joy Challenge which I had
the pleasure of launching with Europa Nostra, or the Ringing the Bells for Peace
Initiative, launched by DNK, our partners from Germany, has the power to connect
Europe’s citizens in a simple but very meaningful way by reaching out to their
hearts and to their minds.

Plácido Domingo
President

<
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Mike Robinson
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Ruth Ellen Gruber
Mike Robinson

<
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Dr Susanne Urban
Ruth Ellen Gruber
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Bence Tuzson
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Dr Susanne Urban
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Mihály Raday
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Mihály Raday
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Zsolt Visy
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Zsolt Visy
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Dr. Aurel Vainer
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Dr. Aurel Vainer
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George Ivaşcu
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George Ivaşcu
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Pr. dr. Florin Serbanescu
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Pr. dr. Florin Serbanescu
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Mufti Muurat Iusuf
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Mufti Muurat Iusuf
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Dr. Virgil Stefan Nitulescu
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Nigel Bellingham
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Andrei Pinte
Andrei Pinte
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Andrei Pinte
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Andrei Pinte
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Rev. David Gyerö
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Rev. David Gyerö
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Asaf Ademi
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Asaf Ademi
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Risto Paligora
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Dr. Panche Velkov
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Tibor Navracsics
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Tibor Navracsics
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Jan-Willem van Zoelen
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Huib van Olden
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The letters, Public campaign
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Various senders

<
Wobine Buijs-Glaudemans

<

FRH would like to give a special thanks to everyone
that shared a letter containing a story or memory to
the FRH Torch of Heritage and Culture Initiative.
We would like to thank all the wonderful people we have
met along the FRH Torch journey for their dedication and
contribution to the safeguarding of religious heritage.
We would also like to thank all those people working
anonymously, often on a volunteer basis, to preserve
and protect religious heritage sites – these are the
unsung heroes that ensure future generations can admire
and cherish our shared heritage. At the same time, we
encourage volunteers, professionals and organisations
alike to reach out to like-minded individuals and networks
in their efforts, as we have understood that the best way
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to advance is through cooperation and sharing of best

Epilogue

practices.
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