
Ambitious Art in 
Inspirational 
Places 

Heritage Church Tourism and the rural 
economy 
 

 

Rosi Lister, Regional Director: North 
Strategic lead for Tourism & the Arts 

 

  



The CCT collection 

345 churches no longer in regular parish use 
10% in often deprived urban communities 
20% in market towns  
70% in rural locations 
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Urban sites?  
Lend themselves to regeneration  
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But what to do with market 
town churches, which 
traditionally were the hub of 
outlying rural communities…  
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Conservation Churches 
In 2014 CCT launched its first. 
 
Branded, open, ‘visitor attractions’ 

with a suite of interpretation, 
managed by volunteers, with 
upgraded facilities, and actively 
engaging new audiences through 
tailored tourism packages 
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Add shrews pics here 
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St Mary’s Shrewsbury  
• 60,000 visitors a year  
• Now the most visited site in the 

town  
• Features in the rural county of 

Shropshire’s Tourism Plan 
• Café employing local people  
• Volunteers learning valuable new 

skills  
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Conservation Churches are 
designed to be Gateway’s to our 
rural churches.  
 
In the countryside we need to 
help visitors to plan their visit 
and provide extra incentives to 
seek these beautiful buildings 
out… 
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However, perhaps even more importantly we need 

to ‘Reveal’ our churches to new audiences – to 
broaden understanding that this is such 
important heritage 

 
By offering our churches to Artists as both venue 

and subject material we begin to write a new 
narrative for these historic buildings as ‘relevant’ 
cultural spaces…  
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2010 - 2013 The Rural Development 
Programme for England funded the 
ArCh:Way Project (Art in Churches)  

  
• 14 historic churches in rural Lincolnshire 
• Increased visitors to the area by 20,000  
• Generating an additional £300,000 worth of 

local economic activity   
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New Arts Strategy: “Ambitious Art in Inspirational 

Places”  
 
• National Arts Advisory Panel 
• Contemporary Art programme  
• Mentoring for ‘emerging’ artists 
• Partnership with the Arts Council of England   
    

 



An opportunity to join up: 
 
• The Arts Council need rural ‘venues’ to increase 

arts participation   
• The CCT need new reasons for people to visit 

rural churches  
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We are looking for partners… 
 
Email rlister@thecct.org.uk  
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