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The former Church of St. Joseph in Arnhern, Netherlands. one of hundreds of decommlssmned churches, was turned into a skate park.

Europe’s Churches Go Up for Sale

By NarTaLI BENDAVID

ARWNHEM, Netherlands—
Two dozen scruffy skate-
boarders launched perilous
jumps in a soaring old church
building here on a recent
night, watched over by a mo-
saic likeness of Jesus and a
solemn array of stone saints.

This is the Arnhem Skate

. Hall, an uneasy reincarnation

of the Church of St. Joseph,
which once rang with the
prayers of nearly 1,000 wor-
shipers.

It is one of hundreds of

churches, closed or threatened

. by plunging membership, that

pose a guestion for cormmuni-

ties, a.nd even governments,
acress Western Europe: What
to do with once-holy, now-
empty buildings that increas-
ingly mark the countryside
from Britain to Denmark?
The Skate Hall may not
last long. The <¢nce-stately

- church is streaked with water

damage and badly needs re-

pair; the city sends the skat-
ers tax bills; and the Roman
Catholic  Church, which

-still owns the building, is

tryving to sell it at a price
they can’t-afford.
Please turn to page 10

@ Pope Francis picks diverse’
set of new cardinals........ 3

anguard
ets Record
or Inflows

By KIRSTEN GRIND

Investors gave stock pick-
ers.a resounding vote of no-
confidence in 2014, pouring
$216 billion—a record inflow
for any mutual-fund firm—
into Vanguard Group Inc.,, the
biggest provider of index-
tracking products, according
to preliminary figures from
the mutual-fund group. -

The large inflows into Van-
guard accentuate a trend away
from fund managers and to-

-} ward so-called passive invest-

ments that mimic the compo-
sition of indexes and other
benchmarks for a fraction of
the cost of the typlcal mutual
fund.

Active investments have

been hurt by years of subpar

performance and high fees.
Through November, the latest
data. available, investors
pulled $12.7 billion from U.S.
actively managed stock funds,

while they plowed $244 bil-

lion inte similar passively

managed funds, according to-

fund-research firm Mormng
star Inc.

Vanguard, which has long
so0ld index and exchange-
traded funds that track a bas-
ket of stocks and other securi-
Ges, has been the prime
beneflaa.ry of the shift, said
analysts and industry observ-
ers. ‘ -

- The Malvern, Pa., com-
pany’s latest inflows, larger
than the total assets of some
fund companies, top the previ-
ous annual record also set by
Vanguard in 2012. The last
time a mutual-fund company
that wasn’'t Vanguard set an

“annual record for investor in-

flows was 2004, when Los An-
geles-based American Funds
‘saw $89.7 billion for the year,
according to Mommingstar.
‘Vanguard -says it saw an
estimated $31 billion of in-
flows in December, its highest
monthly total ever. The com-
pany surpassed $3 trillion in
assets under management in
Please turn to page 17 -
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keep powering ahead?......... 2
- # Stock strategists see more
gains in 2015..wummmme w15

[taly’s Food Producers
Look Abroad to Survive

By MANUELA MESCO

For years, Eli Prosciutti, 4
family-run maker of Ttalian
ham, stuck close to home. The
Parma-based maker of but-
tery-soft San Daniele pro-
sciutto  barely  ventured
abroad, datnted by the thicket
of health regulations and un-
willing to share profits with
importers who could help
penetrate foreign supermar-

kets and high-end restaurants.

But now recession-weary
Ttalian shoppers are scrimp-
ing, while hard-pressed super-
markets are squeezing suppli-
ers. So after three years of
losses, Eli Prosciutti has fi-
nally ventured overseas, push-
ing harder into pricier cuts
that sell strongly abroad.

“Food has been the lastto

be hit by the crisis” in Italy,

says owner Elena Dalla Bona.
“We’re now feeling even more
p4in than before.”

[talian food may be world
renowned, but its producers
are caught in a painful

-squeeze at home. The food in-

dustry makes up about one-

seventh. of Italy’s economy, -
but with the country locked in

its third recession in six years,
consumer spending has fallen
13% since 2008, according to
consumers’ association Feder-
consumatori.

‘' That is weighing heavily

on makers of delicacies such .

as prosciutto, cheese and
wine, For instance, the con-
sortium of makers of Parmi-
giano-Reggiano. cheese de-
cided in June to withdraw

‘90,000 wheels from the mar-
ket, faced with a drop in -

-Please turn to page 18
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By DoN CLARK °

A flood of conneétéd

household gadgets is finally
- reaching consumers, raising a

high-stakes question: Whe
will control them?
Signs of a struggle can he

found on the shelves of Home

Depot Inc. The big U.S. re-
tailer features prominent dis-
plays by both Nest Labs, the
maker of high-tech thermo-
stats and smoke alarms that

“was purchased last year  for

$3.2 bhillion by Google Inc.,

and Wink, a subsidiary of a -

gadget startup called Quirky
Inc. General Electric Co. is an
investor in Quirky. -

‘Nest and Wink offer soft-
ware and Web services to or-
chestrate interactions among

garage-door openers’
send a message to users if left"

B Gadget Makers Compete
To Control* Smart Homes’

- their own home gadgets and

those made by other compa-.
nies, which are churning out
Internet-connected light
buibs, security cameras, en-
tertainment devices, . ovens,
water heaters and washing

machines. Smart-home pro-

moters describe -options like
that

open, ceiling fans that slow
down when residents go to
sleep, and lights that turn on
when a door with a smart
lock opens. -

The two companies are far
from alone. Indeed, the race
to build smart-home plat-
forms is one of the hottest
topics at this week’s Con-
sumer Electronics Show In
Las Vegas.. )

Samsung Electronics Co.,
for example, is. expected to
use a kickoff keynote at CES
on Monday to discuss collabo-
ration with SmartThings, a
startup purchased by the
South Korean company that
makes its own.smart-home -
devices and serves as a com-
mand center for others.

" .Other players staking out
positions include Apple Inc.,
which last June began court-

* ing companies to make future

home devices using a plat-
form called HomeKit; Belkin
International Inc.’s - WeMo
-unit, which sells its own gad-
gets-as well as helping others
Please turn to page 16
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In Edinburgh, Scotland, a Lutheran church has become a Frankenstein-thémed bar, a‘boVé, featuring bubbling test tube‘s, Iasers and a'life-size Frankénstein’s monster descénding from the cei]ingat idnight

- Europe’s Empty Churches | 0 0on Sale

Connnued from first page

“We're in no-man’s-land,” says Collin
Versteegh, the youthful 46-year-old who
runs the operation, rolling cigarettes he-
tween denouncing local politicians. “We
have no room to maneuver anywhere.”

The Skate Hall’s plight is replicated
across a Continent that long nurtured
Christianity but is becommg relentlessly
secular.

The closing-of Eurcpe’s churches reflects -

the rapid weakening of the faith in Europe,
a phenomenon that is painful to both wor-
shipers and others who see religion as a
unifying factor in a disparate society.

“In these little towns, you have a cafe, a E

church and a few houses—and that is the
village,” says Lilian Grootswagers, an activ-
ist who fought to save the church in her
Dutch town. “If the church js abandoned, we
will have a huge change in our coun
Trends for other religions in Europe ha-

ven't matched those for Christianity. Ortho-
dox Fudaism, which is predominant in Eu-
rope, has held relatively steady. Islam,
meanwhile, has grown amid immigration
from Muslim countries in Africa and the
Middle Fast,

. The number of Muslims in Europe grew
from about 4.1% of the total European popu-

Iation in 1990 to about 6% in 2010, and it is .

projected to reach 8%, or 58 million people,
by 2030, according to Washington’s Pew Re-
search Center. .

For Christians, a church’s closure—often
the centerpiece of the town square—is an -
emotional event. Here people have wor-
shiped, felt grief and joy, and quested for a
relationship with God.'Even some secular
residents are upset when these landmarks
fall into disuse or are demeolished."

When they close; towns often want to re-
create the feeling of a community hub by
finding important uses for these historic
buildings. But the properties are usually ex-
pensive to maintain—and there is a limit to-

the number of libraries or concert hallsa

town can financially support. \So commermal .

projects often take the space.

Europe-wide numbers of closed churches o

are scarce, but figures from mdnndual coun-
tries are telling.

The Church of England closes about 20
churches a year. Rotughly 200 Danish

" churches have been deemed nonviable or .

underused. The Roman Catholic Church in -

- Germany has shut about 515 churches i in the

past decade.

But it is in the Netherlands where the
trend appears to be most advanced. The
country’s Roman Catholic leaders estimate .
that two-thirds of their 1,600 churches will
be out of commission in a decade, and 700
of Holland’s Protestant. churches are ex-
pected to close within four years.

“The numbers are so huge that the
whole society will be confronted with it,”
says Ms. Grootswagers, an activist with Fu-
ture for Religious Heritage, which works to
preserve churches. “Everyone will be con-
fronted with big empty buildings in their
neighborhoods.”

The U.S. has avoided a similar wave of

" church closings for now, because American

Christians rémain more religiously obser-
vant than Europeans. But religious re-
searchers say the declinihg number of
American churchgoers suggests the country
could face the same problem in coming

“years.

Many European churches have been cen-

" terpieces of their communities for centu-

ries. Residents are often deeply attached to
them, fighting pragmatic proposals to tu.m
them into stores or offices.

Mr. Versteegh sees the skate hall as a

" benefit to the town, saying it serves to pro-

tect the building and also gives yvoungsters
a way to enjoy themselves in a constructive
way. But he says local Catholic and city
leaders refuse to support it, he thinks due

to its vaguely rebellious aura. “We don’t

. :I‘taly' R

f"Nu Congregatmn o

' . ‘Percentage of population who say they are”

ﬁunaffrhated wﬁh any rellglon 2010 g
'.Brazn
';Chlna _' :

“Frande ...

. Soufce! Pew Research Centéé.
- The Wall Street Journal- . '

“ know which door to knock bn,” he says.

Church and city leaders deny that, say-
ing they like the Skate Hall but cite its pre-
carious finances: “Collin wants sweet love.

We’re going to give tough love,” says Gerrie-

Elfrink, Arnhem’s vice mayor. “He wants the

- easy way—‘Give me money and then 11

have no problems But that’s not sustam—
able.”

As comimunities struggle to reinvent
their old churches, some solutions are less
dignified than others. In Holland, one ex-,

church has become a supermarket, another -

is a flerist, a third is a bookstore and a .
fourth is-a gym. In Arnhem, a fashionable
store called Humanoid occupies a church:
building dating to 1889, with racks of styl-
ish women’s clothing arraved under stamed—
glass windows.

In Bristol, England, the former St. Paul’s
church has become the Circomedia
circus training school. Operators say the
high ceilings are perfect for aerial equip-

,ment like frapezes.

In Edinburgh, Scotland, a Lutheran
church has become a Frankenstein-themed
bar, featuring bubbling test tubes, lasers -
and a life-size Frankenstein’s monster de-
scending from the ceiling at midnight.

Jason MacDonald, a supervisor at the
pub, says he has never heard complaints
about the reuse. “It’s for cne simple reason:
There are hundreds and hundreds of old
churches and no one to go to them,” Mr.
MacDonald said. “If they weren't repur-
posed, they would just lie empty”

Many churches, especially smaller ones,

R are becoming homes, and that has spawned

an entire industry to connect would- be buy-
ers.with old churches. .
The churches of England and Scotland
‘list available properties online, with de-~
scriptions worthy of a realty firm. St. John's
church in Bacup, England, for example, is
- said to feature “a lofty nave as well as base-
‘ment rooms with stone-vaulted ceilings,”
and can be had for about $160,000.

The British website QurProperty is less
subtle. “Is modern-day humdrum housing

- your idea of a living hell?” it asks. “Is livitig
in a converted church your idea of heaven
above?” If so, “there is a whole congrega-

- tion of converts and experts out there ready
to help you make the leap of fai

. Unused churches are now a big enough

‘problem to attract the attention of govern-
ments as well. The Netherlands, along with
religious and civic groups, has adopted a
national “agenda” for preserving the build-
ings. The Dutch province of Friesland—
where 250 of 720 existing churches have
been closed or {ransformed—fields a “Delta
team” to find solutions.

“Every church is a debate,” says Albert
Reinstra, a church expert at Holland’s Gul- -
tural Heritage Agency. “When they are
empty, what do we do with it?” Preserva-
tionists say there often isn’t the money

- needed to create new community-oriented
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uses-for the buildings.

That debate can play out personally and
painfully. When Paul Clement, prior of the Au-
gustinjan Order in the Netherlands, joined in
1958, the order had 380 friars; now it is down
to 39. His monastery’s youngest friar is 70,
and Father Clement, himself 74,.is developmg
plans.-to sell its church.

“Tt is difficult,” Father Clement says “It’s
sdd for me.”

In the U.S., church statisticians say roughly
5,000 new churches were added between 2000
and 2010. But some scholars think America’s
future will approach Europe’s, since the num-
ber of actual churchgoers fell 3% at the same
time, according to Scott Thumma, professor of
the sociology of religion at Conmecticut’s Hart—
ford Seminary.

Mr. Thumma says America’s churchgomg
population is graving. Unless these trends
change, he says, “within another 30 years the-
situation in the U.S. will be at least as bad as
what is currently evident in Europe.”

At the Arnhem Skate Hall, the altar and ox-
gan of the church, built in 1928; have been
ripped out, while a dusty cupboard still holds

. sheet music for a choir that hasw’t sung in 10
years. A skateboard attached to a wall  urges,
“Ride the dark side.*-

Two dozen young men speed along Wooden
ramps and quarter-pipes, their falls thunder-
ing through the church, as rap music reverber-
ates where hymns once sounded. An old ure
hangs on the statue of a saint.

Pack Smit, 21, a regular visitor, says the
church ambience enhances the skating experi-
ence. “Tt creates a lot of atmosphere—it’s a bit
of Middle Ages,” he says, between gulps from
a large bottle of cola. “When I first saw it, I
just stood there for five minutes staring.”

Another regular, Pella Klomp, 14, says visi-=
-tors occasionally stop by to complain. “Espe-
cially the older people say, ‘It’s ridiculous,
you're dishonoring faith’ ” he says. “And I can
understand that. But they weren’t using it.”

Mr. Versteegh, who oversees the hall, says
city and church leaders won’t discuss their
plans with him. The church needs about $3.7
million in maintenance, he estimates, and
would cost $812,000 to buy, including the rec-
tory—far beyond his resources. .

. Father Hans Pauw, pastor of St. Eusebius
‘Parish, confirms the parish is trying to sell the
church, but says church leaders have no prob-
lem with skaters using it for now. He said the
parish is talking to a potential buyer.

“There are some things we don’t want—a-
casino or a sex palace or that kind of thing,”
Father Pauw says. “But when it’s no longer a
church in our eyes, then it can have any pur- -5 o SFERTERT :
pose.” As for the painting of Jesus holding a = - : : : JLAN : . SR | { A L \ o CE:-:"° DENMARK -
skateboard that now adorns the interior, he : - ' . : | | g . -
says, “I can see the humor in it” S S :
. Mr. Elfrink, the Arnhem vice mayer, insists
the city has done what it can to support the
Skate Hall, helping fund the wooden skating
floor and paying last year’s tax bill. “I hope.it
can stay a skate hall,” Mr. Elfrink says.

Mr. Versteegh sometimes wonders if it will,
“Is there any point in continuing to do this if
nobedy is supporting you?” he says.-“You have
a building of value—historic value, cultural
value—that is still owned by the Catholic
Church. But there are no worshlpers any-
more, »
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From left to right: The former St. Paul’s- church in Bristol, England, is now the Circomedia circus training school, and a 19th-century church became a clothing store in Arnhem, Netherlands. .



